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STAFF  OF  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Fielding,  J.  - M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  : 
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Bally,  Miss  E.  K.  - S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  M.T.D.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Assistant  County  Nursing  Superintendents  : 

Guest,  Miss  D.  - S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Burgon,  Mrs.  P.  M.  - S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Health  Visitors  : 

Britton,  Mrs.  D.  M.  - S.R.N.,  S.C.M. , H.V.  Cert. 

Broughton,  Mrs.  A.  Q.  - S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Farr,  Miss  L.  M.  - S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Guerra,  Mrs.  E.  - S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Goodworth,  Miss  H.  M.  - S.R.N.,  H.V.  Cert,  (resigned  28.1.62). 
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Sanderson,  Miss  J.  - S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Sowter,  Miss  D.  E.  K.  - S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  M.T.D.,  H.V.  Cert. 
Taylor,  Mrs.  E.  - S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Tolliday,  Miss  P.  - S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert  (resigned  31.7.62) 
Williams,  Miss  M.  L.  - S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Woods,  Miss  J.  L.  - S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert,  (appointed 
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S.C.M. 
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S.C.M. 

Sehnke,  Mrs.  O.  J.  - S.R.N., 
S.C.M.,  Q.N. 

Sills,  Mrs.  M.  A.  - S.R.N., 
S.C.M. 

Scott,  Mrs.  C.  - S.R.N., 
S.C.M. 


District 

Boston,  Wyberton  and  Fishtoft 
Boston,  Wyberton  and  Fishtoft 
Boston,  Wyberton  and  Fishtoft 

. Spalding,  Cowbit,  Moulton  and 
j Moulton  Chapel 

District 

Benington,  Butterwick,  Freiston 
and  Leverton 

Crowland  (appointed  8.1.62). 

Deeping  St.  Nicholas 

Donington,  Bicker  and  Quadring 

Gedney  Dyke,  Drove  End,  Daws- 
mere  and  Lutton 
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District  Nurse/ Midwives  : 

Gill,  Mrs.  P.  O.  - S.R.N., 
S.C.M. 

Whitehurst,  Mrs.  E.  M.  - 
S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Brotherton,  Miss  B.  M.  - 
S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Belcher,  Mrs.  E.  - S.R.N., 
S.C.M. 

Gray,  Miss  J.  - S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Vacancy 

Clayton,  Miss  E.  L.  - S.R.N., 
S.C.M. 

Swift,  Miss  B.  - S.R.N., 
S.C.M. 

Backhouse,  Miss  T.  - S.C.M., 
S.E.N. 

King,  Mrs.  E.  A.  - S.R.N., 
S.C.M. 


Diggle,  Mrs.  M.  M.  - S.R.N., 
S.C.M. 

District  Nurses  (Home  Nursing) 

Clark,  Mrs.  O.  A.  - S.R.N. 

Killick,  Mrs.  F.  J.  V.  - S.R.N. , 
S.C.M. 

Taylor,  Miss  B.  A.  - S.E.N. 

Masterson,  Mrs.  C.  M.  - 
S.R.N. 

Swallow,  Miss  C.  M.  - S.R.N., 
S.C.M.,  Q.N. 

Skells,  MissE.  J.  - S.R.N. 


Petchell,  Mrs.  M.  - S.R.N. 


District 

Gosberton  and  Surfleet 

Holbeach  Bank  and  Saracen’s 
Head 

Kirton  and  Frampton 

Leake  and  Wrangle 

Long  Sutton 

Pinchbeck 

Sutton  Bridge 

Swineshead,  Amber  Hill  and 
Holland  Fen 

Holbeach 

Sutton  St.  James,  Tydd,  Gedney 
Hill,  Whaplode  Drove  and 
Sutton  St.  Edmunds 

Sutterton,  Algarkirk,  Fosdyke 
and  Wigtoft. 

District 


Boston,  Fishtoft  and  Wyberton 


Spalding 

Spalding 

Moulton  Chapel,  Whaplode  St. 
Catherine’s,  Weston  Hills  and 
Cowbit 

Moulton,  Moulton  Sea’s  End, 
Weston  and  Whaplode 
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Chiropodists  : 

Mr.  N.  H.  Hughes,  M.Ch.S.  (Liaison  Officer). 

Miss  C.  Bates,  M.Ch.S. 

Mr.  F.  M.  Pearson,  M.Ch.S. 

Miss  W.  Roseberry,  S.R.N.,  M.Ch.S. 

Miss  M.  T.  Sandall,  M.Ch.S. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Taylor,  M.Ch.S. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Narborough,  M.Ch.S. 

Mr.  M.  Paddle,  M.Ch.S. 

TRAINING  CENTRES 
Boston — Allan  House  : 

Bannister,  Miss  C.,  D.N.A.M.H.,  Supervisor  (Appointed  7.5.62). 
Needham,  Miss  A.,  Assistant  Supervisor  (Resigned  11.4.62). 
Newham,  Mrs.  B.  J.,  Cert.  Nursery  Nurse,  Assistant  Supervisor 
(Appointed  22.1.62). 

Popplewell,  Mrs.  J.  E.,  Assistant  Supervisor  (Appointed  15.1.62). 
Riley,  Mrs.  A.,  Part-time  assistant. 

Appleby,  Mr.  T.,  Instructor-Tradesman  (Appointed  5.2.62). 

Spalding  : 

Daubney,  Airs.  B.  L.  (Cert.  Nursery  Nurse),  Supervisor. 

Thorpe,  Miss  D.  A.  (Cert.  Nursery  Nurse),  Assistant  Supervisor. 
Fraser,  Miss  S.  M.,  Assistant  Supervisor. 

County  Health  Inspector  and  Food  and  Drugs  Act  Inspector  : 

Fidling,  R.,  M.S.I.A. 

Public  Analyst  : 

Woodhead,  J.  E.,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.,  Ph.C. 

Mental  Flealth  Worker  : 

Robinson,  Mrs.  M.  F. 

Mental  Welfare  Officers  : 

Bradley,  A.  , Ostler,  J.  ; Townsend,  H.  ; Wilson,  G.  R. 
(resigned) . 

County  Ambulance  Officer  : 

Smith,  C.  E. 

Senior  Clerical  Staff  : 

Holmes,  D.  H.  (D.M.A.)  ■ Newham,  G.  * Whelbourn  H ' 
Toyne,  j.  D.  A.  ; Welberry,  Miss  M. 

Chief  Clerk  : 

Cowan,  H. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
Services  for  the  year  1961.  An  increasing  integration  of  work  has 
come  into  effect  between  the  Health  Department  and  the  psychiatric 
staff  at  Rauceby  Hospital.  This  is  of  the  greatest  advantage  to 
patients  in  need  of  after-care  and  close  co-operation  with  the  general 
practitioner  is  exercised.  Much  thought  has  been  given  to  future 
requirements  in  this  field  of  Mental  Health,  particularly  to  see  that 
residential  accommodation  for  the  mentally  sub-normal  with  associ- 
ated day  training  centre  match  modem  requirements.  From  discus- 
sions with  colleagues  at  meetings  of  Liaison  Committees  it  is  evident 
that  plans  to  provide  purpose  built  hostels  and  training  centres  are 
rapidly  increasing  in  number.  These  schemes  form  the  essence  of 
community  care  in  order  that  the  skills  of  the  mentally  sub-normal 
can  be  developed  to  the  fullest  possible  extent. 

Full  use  has  been  made  of  refresher  courses  for  members  of  the 
staffs  of  the  two  Training  Centres  in  Boston  and  Spalding.  This  clearly 
is  a most  rewarding  measure  as  much  has  yet  to  be  learned  about  the 
training  of  these  patients. 

The  Poliomyelitis  vaccination  scheme  still  develops.  There  are 
still  laggards  but  82%  of  children  under  15  years  of  age  have  been 
vaccinated  either  with  two  injections  of  Salk  vaccine  or  with  three 
doses  of  Sabin  oral  vaccine.  This  is  still  short  of  the  90%  vaccination 
rate  suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  Sabin  vaccine  has  been  well  received  by  general  practitioners 
and  medical  officers  and  the  problem  of  storage  received  the  closest 
possible  attention. 

National  agreement  has  now  been  reached  in  respect  of  the  scale 
of  fees  which  was  submitted  by  chiropodists  and  I am  deeply  grateful 
to  the  County  Council  for  a very  sympathetic  approach.  The  direct 
scheme  is  well  established  as  between  home  and  clinic  or  surgery,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  additional  chiropodists  will  be  attracted  to  estab- 
lish surgeries  within  the  County. 

It  is  very  valuable  to  be  a member  of  the  Holland  (Lines.)  Execm 
tive  Council  and  the  Lincoln  No.  3 Flospital  Management  Committee. 
Liaison  is  so  vital  in  dealing  with  the  complexities  of  the  welfare  state. 
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I am  deeply  indebted  to  the  members  of  the  voluntary  organisa- 
tions who  have  worked  so  closely  with  the  medical  officers  and  all 
members  of  the  nursing  staff.  So  much  is  being  done  by  this  combined 
effort  for  the  sick  and  under  privileged  members  of  the  community. 

The  County  Welfare  Officer  has  contributed  a very  full  account  of 
the  working  of  the  welfare  services  under  the  National  Assistance  Acts. 

I am  sure  all  members  of  the  County  Council  join  with  me  in 
wishing  Dr.  B.  White  much  happiness  in  her  retirement.  Dr.  White 
had  witnessed  many  changes  in  the  field  of  preventive  medicine  and 
had  contributed  much  to  the  clinical  side  of  the  work. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  members  of  the  Health 
Committee,  general  practitioners  and  my  staff  for  continued  help  dur- 
ing the  year  under  review. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  FIELDING. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  AREA. 


(a)  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (acres)  ...  267,854 

Population  (census  1961)  103,388 

Population  (Estimated— mid.  1961)  103,470 

Rateable  Value  for  the  County  (1st  April,  1962)  ...  £1,011,589 

Estimated  Product  of  penny  rate  for  the  whole 

County,  1962-63  £4,065 


(b)  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births. 

Males 

Females 

T otal 

Legitimate  

727 

750 

1,477 

Illegitimate 

35 

29 

64 

Total  Births 

762 

779 

1,541 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  : — 14.9. 

Stillbirths — Males  15.  Females  18.  Total  33. 

Stillbirths  rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  : — 21.0. 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  : — 1,574. 

Infant  deaths  (under  1 year)  : — 28. 

Infant  mortality  rates  : — 

Total  per  1,000  live  births  18.2 

Legitimate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  16.9 

Illegitimate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 46.9 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (under  4 weeks)  per  1,000  live 

births  13.6 

(Corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales  15.5). 

Illegitimate  live  births  numbered  64  being  4.15%  of  total  live  births. 
Early  Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  live 
births)  : — 13.6. 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined 
per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths)  : — 34.3. 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion): — 2. 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  : — 1.27. 


Deaths  from  all  causes  : — 1,107. 

Net  Death  Rate 
(per  1,000  population) 

Urban  Districts 

12.2 

Rural  Districts 

9.8 

Administrative  County 

10.7 

England  and  Wales  ... 

12.0 

Deaths  from  Measles 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Whooping  Cough  

Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  1 year) 

Nil 
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BIRTH  RATE. — The  birth  rate  of  14.9  for  1961  has  fallen  from 
16.4  in  1960.  The  highest  rate  within  the  County  was  Boston  Borough 
16.7,  whilst  the  East  Elloe  Rural  District  with  a birth-rate  of  13.2  was 
again  the  lowest  in  the  County.  The  birth-rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  17.4. 

Illegitimate  live  births  fell  from  65  in  1960  to  64  in  1961  being 
4.15  per  cent,  of  the  total  live  births. 

DEATH  RATE. — The  net  death  rate  for  1961  was  10.7  compared 
with  10.4  for  the  previous  year.  Spalding  Urban  District  had  the 
highest  rate  of  13.8  and  Boston  Rural  District  the  lowest  rate  of  8.7. 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12.0. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RA1E. — The  rate  for  the  County  was 
18.2  compared  with  18.3  for  1960.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
for  1961  was  21.4. 


MAIN  CAUSE  OF  DEATH. — The  following  table  shows  the 
figures  for  the  main  killing  diseases  in  the  County  of  Holland  durin^ 

1QC1  J O 


Disease 

Total  number  of  deaths  j 

Heart  Disease 

323 

Cancer  

188 

Vascular  diseases  

162 

Other  Circulatory  diseases  . . . 

62 

Pneumonia  

71 

Bronchitis  

41 

HEART  DISEASES. — The  figure  of  323  is  13  lower  than  for 
1960.  This  represents  29.2  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

CANCER.— The  number  of  deaths  in  1961  was  188,  compared 
with  190  for  1960.  This  represents  17.0  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths 
from  all  causes. 

The  following  table  of  death  rates  from  cancer  shows  the  com- 
parisons between  the  five  district  Authorities,  the  Administrative 
County,  and  England'  and  Wales  : — 


DEATHS  FROM  CANCER,  1961. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1961. 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 
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ADMINISTRATION 


In  the  County  of  Holland  there  is  no  need  for  decentralisation 
and  all  the  administrative  work  in  connection  with  the  Authority’s 
health  services  is  undertaken  at  the  County  Hall,  Boston  (Boston 
2281). 


The  main  committee  is  the  Health  Committee  with  three  sub-com- 
mittees, each  with  delegated  functions. 

Maternity  and  Welfare  Sub -Committee 

Mental  Health  Sub-Committee 

Appointments  Sub-Committee 


CO-ORDINATION  AND  CO-OPERATION  WITH  OTHER 
PARTS  OF  THE  NATIONAL  HEALTEI  SERVICES 


There  is  close  co-operation  with  the  district  authorities  as  the 
District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  are  also  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officers. 

In  the  following  additional  ways,  co-operation  is  also  secured 
through  the  : — 

Obstetric  Committee. 

Lincoln  No.  3 Hospital  Management  Committee. — (Mental 
Health) . 

Lines.  (Holland)  Executive  Council. 

Local  Medical  Committee. 

Sheffield  Liaison  Committee. 


JOINT  USE  OF  STAFF 

frMHmjuai  mu  i iimipmiibot  ii  !■■■  iih  ■ijanntnw mui— rein  ■!  iwiii 

There  is  no  change  to  report. 

VOLUNTARY  ORGANISATIONS 


Full  use  is  made  of  the  various  voluntary  organisations  in  the 
County  as  follows  : — 

Red  Cross  Society  Medical  Loan  Depot  at  Boston. 

(Boston  Branch) 
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St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade 
British  Legion 

(Crowland  Branch)  

Lines.  Moral  Welfare  Association 

Lines.  (Holland)  Care  Committee 

Voluntary  Committees  at  certain 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  


Medical  Loan  Depots  at  Spalding, 
Sutton  Bridge  and  Holbeach. 

Medical  Loan  Depot  at  Crowland. 

Welfare  work  mainly  in  connec- 
tion with  unmarried  mothers. 

Care  and  after-care  work  in  con- 
nection with  tuberculosis,  prob- 
lem families,  nursing  services 
and  other  illnesses,  including 
mental  sickness. 

General  assistance  at  child  wel- 
fare sessions. 


Boston  and  District  Association . 
for  the  Mentally  Handicapped 

Spalding  and  District  Society  for  - 
Mentally  Handicapped  Child- 
ren. 


Co-operation  and  material  assis- 
tance in  dealing  with  mentally 
handicapped  children,  particu- 
larly at  Training  Centres. 


Boston  and  Holland  Blind 
Society  Welfare  of  the  Blind. 


The  County  Council  also  makes  use  of  the  services  of  a number 
of  National  Associations  and  Bodies,  to  whom  annual  subscriptions 
are  paid  as  follows  : — 

Central  Council  for  Health  Education. 

National  Association  for  Mental  Health. 

National  Baby  Welfare  Council. 

National  Association  for  Maternal  and  Child  Welfare. 

National  Council  for  the  Unmarried  Mother  and  her  Child. 

The  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  table  on  the  following  page  shows  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1961. 


Whooping  Cough. — 146  cases  during  the  year,  showing  an  in- 
crease of  53  on  the  figure  of  93  for  the  year  1960. 


Diphtheria. — For  the  thirteenth  successive  year,  not  a single  case 
of  diphtheria  has  been  notified. 

* 


Erysipelas. — 11  cases  were  notified  compared  with  20  for  the  pre- 
vious year. 


Scarlet  Fever. — Numbers  notified  have  shown  a marked  decrease, 
99  against  154  in  1960. 


Dysentery. — Only  11  cases  notified  (19  in  1960).  These  were  iso- 
lated cases,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  for  the  second  successive 
year  no  serious  outbreak  occurred. 


Acute  Poliomyelitis. — Two  cases  notified,  both  paralytic.  One  a 
22  year  old  male  in  the  Spalding  Rural  District,  and  one  a 3 year  old 
male  in  the  Spalding  Urban  District.  There  were  no  deaths. 


Pneumonia. — 70  cases  were  notified  against  a figure  of  47  for 
1960.  39  of  the  70  cases  occurring  in  the  Borough  of  Boston. 


Chicken  Pox. — 291  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  compared 
with  433  in  1960. 

\ 

Measles. — Widespread  throughout  the  County  during  the  early 
part  of  the  year.  A total  of  2,756  cases  against  239  for  1960. 

Food  Poisoning. — There  was  no  serious  outbreak,  21  cases  noti- 
fied against  1 1 in  the  prevous  year. 


Infectious  Diseases  notified  in  Holland  County  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1961. 
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SECTION  22— CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG 

— — — ■ ——■■a—MWBI— 3— Mt— M— —MW—UllPM^i— I— — — — 

CHILDREN 


Home  Visiting. — Home  visiting  of  children  under  school  age  is  an 
important  part  of  the  health  visitor’s  duties.  More  detailed  informa- 
tion is  given  in  the  health  visiting  section. 

Child  Welfare  Centre. — There  are  now  19  centres  in  the  County 
at  which  72  sessions  are  held  per  month. 

A Medical  Officer  normally  attends  at  the  more  important  centres 
but,  when  this  is  not  considered  necessary,  a doctor  only  attends  fort- 
nightly or  monthly. 

A statistical  table  is  given  on  page  21,  from  which  it  will  be  seen 
that  3,380  children  (of  whom  962  were  under  one  year  of  age)  at- 
tended during  the  year  and  made  a total  of  29,138  attendances.  The 
percentage  of  new  babies  attending  the  centres,  related  to  the  total 
live  births  for  1961  was  62.4. 

The  family  doctor  is  notified  when  it  is  considered  that  any  child 
should  be  referred  to  a hospital  clinic  for  consultant  opinion. 

At  most  of  the  centres  there  are  voluntary  workers  who  render 
valuable  service. 

Supplies  of  Welfare  Foods,  dried  milk,  and  other  proprietary 
foods  are  available  at  all  the  child  welfare  centres.  In  addition*  the 
Council  also  deals  with  an  extensive  distribution  of  national  dried  milk 
and  other  welfare  foods.  The  arrangements  continued  to  work 
smoothly  and  a few  alterations  were  made  during  the  year  to  suit  the 
convenience  of  the  public. 

Stores. — The  central  bulk  stores  are  kept  at  St.  John’s  House, 
Skirbeck  Road,  Boston. 

Transport. — The  transport  of  stocks  to  Clinics  and  Parochial  sell- 
ing points  is  undertaken  by  County  vehicles  by  arrangement  with  the 
County  Transport  Officer. 

Distribution. 

(a)  Parochial  Selling  Points — Seventeen  in  number. 

(b)  Boston  : Nine  sessions  each  week. 

St.  John’s  House. 

Allan  House. 

Ferry  House  Clinic. 

Bargate  Clinic. 

Woad  Farm  Welfare  Centre. 

(c)  Donington  : 

Thursday  af-ternoon — The  Clinic. 
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(d)  Wrangle  : 

Friday  afternoon — The  Clinic,  Bede  School. 

(e)  Kirton  : 

Wednesday  afternoon — The  Clinic,  Town  Hall. 

(f)  Swineshead  : 

Wednesday  afternoon — The  Clinic,  The  Hut. 

(g)  Spalding  : Five  sessions  each  week. 

The  Clinic,  Holland  Road,  Spalding. 

(h)  Holbeach  : Two  sessions  each  week. 

The  Clinic,  Park  Road,  Holbeach. 

(i)  Long  Sutton  : 

Friday  afternoon — Welfare  Centre,  Church  Hall. 

(j)  Sutton  Bridge  : Two  sessions  each  week. 

The  Church  Hall  Clinic. 

(k)  Crowland  : 

Tuesday  afternoon — The  Abbey  Institute. 

(l)  Deeping;  St.  Nicholas  : 

2nd  Thursday  afternoon — Church  Hall. 

(m)  Gosberton  : 

1st  Thursday  in  each  month — Parish  Hall,  Gosberton. 

(n)  Fish toft  : 

2nd  and  4th  Thursday — Rochford  Tower  Hall. 

(o)  Whaplode  Drove  : 

4th  Friday  in  each  month— Whaplode  Chapel. 

(p)  Wyberton  : 

Thursday  afternoon — The  Parish  Hall. 

(q)  Moulton  : 

3rd  Thursday  in  month — Parish  Hall. 


The  figures  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1961,  were  as  fol- 
lows : — 


Number  of  distribution  centres 

Welfare  Foods  issued  : 

National  Dried  Milk  ... 
Vitamin  Tablets 

Orange  Juice  

Cod  Liver  Oil  


35 


27,690  tins. 
3,140  packets. 
24,679  bottles. 
3,402  bottles. 


The  reduction  in  the  volume  of  issues  in  respect  of  Vitamin  Tab- 
lets, Orange  Juice,  and  Cod  Liver  Oil  by  comparison  with  the  previous 
year  is  directly  related  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  subsidy  on  these  items 
during  the  June  quarter  of  1961.  The  following  table  shows  the  com- 
parative sales  in  1960,  1961  and  the  first  quarter  of  1962. 
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1960 

1961 

1962 

1st 

Qr. 

2nd 

Qr. 

3rd 

Qr. 

4th 

Qr. 

1 st 

Qr. 

2nd 

Qr. 

3rd 

Qr. 

4th 

Qr. 

1 st 

Qr. 

National  Dried 

6965 

6770 

6679 

7643 

7759 

6582 

7035 

6314 

6376 

Orange  Juice 

9040 

10907 

9832 

8926 

9948 

8891 

2987 

2853 

3007 

Vitamin  Tablets 

1104 

1084 

1047 

1146 

1198 

993 

446 

503 

627 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

1382 

1067 

1045 

1502 

1645 

1109 

266 

382 

487 

The  following  is  the  list  of  infant  welfare  centres  : — 


Centre 

Frequency 

Day 

Boston  (Allan  House) 

Weekly 

Monday 

Boston  (Ferry  House) 

Twice  Weekly 

Tuesday,  Friday 

Boston  (Woad  Farm) 

Weekly 

Tuesday 

Crowland 

Weekly 

Tuesday 

Donington 

Weekly 

Thursday 

Deeping  St.  Nicholas 

Monthly 

2nd  Thursday 

Fishtoft 

Fortnightly 

2nd  and  4th  Thursdays 

Gosberton 

Monthly 

1st  Thursday 

Holbeach 

Weekly 

Thursday 

Kirton 

Weekly 

Wednesday 

Long  Sutton 

Weekly 

Friday 

Moulton 

Monthly 

3rd  Thursday 

Pinchbeck  West 

Monthly 

4th  Thursday 

Spalding 

Twice  Weekly 

Tuesday,  Friday 

Sutton  Bridge 

Weekly 

Wednesday 

Swineshead 

Weekly 

Wednesday 

Whaplode  Drove 

Monthly 

4th  Friday 

Wrangle 

Weekly 

Friday 

Wyberton 

Weekly 

Thursday 

22 


19 

72 

3380 


962 

1113 

1305 


All  the  Centres  are  administered  by  the  Local  Health  Authority, 
and  the  following  table  summarises  the  position  : 

No.  of  Centres  provided  

No.  of  Child  Welfare  Sessions  now  held  per  month 
No.  of  Children  who  attended  Centres  during  the  year 
Number  of  Children  who  attended  during  the  year  and 
who  were  born  in — 

1961 

i960  

1959-56  

Total  No.  of  attendances  made  by  children  during  the  year— 

Under  1 year  of  age  16909 

Over  1 year  of  age  12229 

Ante-Natal  Clinics, — There  is  no  change  to  report. 

When  their  duties  permit,  the  Council’s  health  visitors  attend 
ante-natal  sessions  to  maintain  contact  with  this  work. 

Apart  from  the  facilities  provided  by  the  County  Council,  the 
Hospital  Management  Committee  has  arranged  weekly  sessions  at 
Boston  General  Hospital,  Spalding  Johnson  Hospital  and  Holbeach 

Clinic.  . } 

The  number  of  women  who  attended  the  Local  Health  Authority  s 
clinics  and  shared  clinics  during  the  year  was  663  and  the  total  num- 
ber of  attendances  was  2,135. 

Post-Natal  Clinics. — No  special  clinics  are  held.  As  a rule,  the 
post-natal  examination  is  done  by  the  general  practitioner  as  provided 
in  the  domiciliary  maternity  scheme. 

Dental  Treatment.— Dental  Treatment  for  mothers  and  children 
under  five  was  continued  during  the  year.  Patients  are  referred  from 
the  ante-natal  and  child  welfare  clinics  and  in  the  case  of  children  a 
reminder  is  sent  on  the  third  birthday  in  the  form  of  a birthday  card. 

During  1961,  8 mothers  and  38  childien  attended  for  inspection 
and  in  26  cases  some  treatment  was  found  necessary . 

Talks  on  dental  health  were  given  to  expectant  mothers 


Number  examined  

Found  to  require  treatment 

Treated  

Dentally  fit  at  end  of  year  ... 

Type  of  treatment  : 

Scaling  and  gum  treatment 

Fillings  

Silver  Nitrate  

Extractions  

General  Anaesthetics 
Provision  of  partial  dentures 
Provision  for  full  upper  or  lower 
dentures  


Mothers 
8 
6 
6 
5 

5 

4 

6 
21 

4 
3 

1 


Under  fives 
38 
20 
20 

18 


22 

18 

26 

15 
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Maternity  Beds. — The  health  visitors  continued  to  investigate,  at 
the  request  of  the  hospital  authorities,  cases  recommended  for  admis- 
sion on  sociological  grounds. 

39  applications  were  received  and  21  patients  were  recommended 
for  admission. 


Of  the  total  births,  as  adjusted  by  inward  and  outward  transfers 
62%  were  institutional. 

Ophthalmic  -Treatment.  Children  of  pre-school  age  requiring 
treatment  are  normally  referred  to  the  out-patient  departments  of  hos- 
pitals but,  for  the  sake  of  convenience,  some  children  are  seen  at  the 
school  clinics  by  the  Consultant.  The  number  of  attendances  made  in 
this  field  during  the  year  was  260. 

Blood  Testing.— Arrangements  are  in  force  whereby  Medical 
Officers  at  ante-natal  clinics  collect  and  send  blood  specimens  for  exam- 
ination. 


Care  of  Premature  Infants.— Special  cots  and  equipment  are 
available,  if  required,  for  children  nursed  at  home  but,  when  special 
medical  and  nursing  care  are  indicated,  cases  are  transferred  to  hos- 
pitals. The  number  of  premature  live  births  was  112  which  is  7.3!V 
of  the  total  live  births  notified  ; of  the  total  number  (.33)  of  stillbirths 
notified,  13  (or  39%)  were  premature. 


The  following  table  summarises  the  position 


Weight 


Born  at  home  and  transferred 
to  hospital 


d L 

Birth 

Total 

Died  in 
first 

24  hours 

Died  on 
2nd  to 
28th  day 

Survived 

28 

days 

3^  lbs.  or  less  

1 

1 

3|  lbs.  to  4f  lbs. 

1 

— 

1 

— 

4f  lbs.  to  4 lbs.  15  ozs 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 lbs.  15  ozs.  to  5^  lbs. 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Totals  .... 

4 

Nil 

2 

2 

Of  the  85  premature  births  in  hospitals,  8 died  in  the  first  24  hours,  4 
between  the  2nd  and  28th  day,  and  73  were  surviving  at  the  end  of  28  days. 
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Weight 


Born  at  home  and  nursed 
entirely  at  home 


at 

Birth 

Total 

Died  in 
first 

24  hours 

Died  on 
2nd  to 
28th  day 

Survived 

28 

days 

3|  lbs.  or  less  

1 

1 

— 

— 

3|  lbs. — 4f  lbs 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

4§  lbs. — 4 lbs.  15  ozs 

4 

— 

— 

4 

4 lbs.  15  ozs. — 5^  lbs 

18 

— 

— 

18 

Totals 

23 

1 

Nil 
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There  were  12  premature  stillbirths  in  hospital,  and  one  domi- 
ciliary. 

Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children.— The  County 
Health  Department  has  continued  to  work  in  close  association  with 
the  Lincoln  Diocesan  Association  for  Moral  Welfare. 


Before  a patient’s  admission,  ante-natal  care  is  given  either  by 
a general  practitioner,  or  a medical  officer. 

During  the  year  16  patients  were  sent  to  the  Quarry  Maternity 
Home,  Lincoln,  or  to  similar  Homes. 


Arrangements  were  continued  for  the  special  supervision  of  all 
illegitimate  births,  and  there  is  close  co-operation  between  the  Health 
Department,  the  Children’s  Department  and  the  Diocesan  Moral  Wel- 
fare Association.  The  latter  is  a registered  Association  for  dealing 

with  adoption. 

Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulation  Act,  1948. — There  were 
no  new  applications  received  during  the  year,  and  one  registration  was 
cancelled.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  7 child  minders  on  the 
register  with  33  approved  places. 

Women’s  Advisory  Clinic. — dhe  County  Council  allow  the  use  of 
the  Boston  Clinic  to  a branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Association. 
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MIDWIVES  ACTS 


LOCAL  SUPERVISING  AUTHORITY.— The  County  Council 
is  the  supervising  authority  for  the  purposes  of  the  Midwives  Acts. 
The  non-medical  supervision  is  done  by  the  County  Chief  Nursing 
Officer. 

INSPECTIONS. — Domiciliary  midwives  are  inspected  at  least 
quarterly  and  additional  visits  are  paid  when  necessary.  Visits  are 
also  paid  to  hospital  midwives  and  private  maternity  nurses  in  the 
County  area. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INTENTION  TO  PRACTISE.— The 
number  of  midwives  who  gave  notice  of  their  intention  to  practise  dur- 
ing the  period  1st  February,  1961  to  31st  January,  1962  was  58. 


The  number  of  practising  midwives  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
22  (domiciliary)  and  23  institutional.  In  addition  there  were  3 mid- 
wives acting  as  maternity  nurses  who  took  occasional  cases  but  resided 
elsewhere. 

CASES.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  attended 
by  midwives  : — 


Number  of  deliveries  attended  by  Midwives  during 

1961 


Domiciliary  Cases 

Doctor  not  booked 

Doctor  booked 

Totals 

Cases  in 

Doctor 

present 

at 

delivery 

Doctor 

not 

present 

Doctor 

present 

at 

delivery 

Doctor 

not 

present 

institu- 

tions 

Midwives  employed 
by  this  Authority 

1 

9 

64 

513 

587 

Midwives  employed 
by  Hospital  Man- 
agement Commit- 
tees   

983 

Midwives  in  private 
practice  

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

— 

Totals  .... 

1 

9 

66 

514 

590 

983 
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MEDICAL  AID. — Medical  aid  was  sought  by  midwives  203 
times  for  domiciliary  cases  and  228  institutional  cases.  Of  the  domi- 
ciliary patients,  the  medical  practitioner  had  arranged  to  provide  the 
patient  with  maternity  medical  services  under  the  National  Health 
Service  in  181  cases. 

The  classification  of  the  emergencies  in  the  domiciliary  cases  was 
as  follows  : — 

PREGNANCY. 

Ante-partum  Haemorrhage  5 

Albuminuria  5 

Raised  blood  pressure  9 

Toxaemia  of  pregnancy  1 

Anaemia  9 

Other  conditions  3 

LABOUR. 

Breech  presentation 3 

Malpresentation  4 

Retained  or  adherent  placenta 2 

Ruptured  perineum 50 

Prolonged  labour  and  uterine  inertia 16 

Premature  labour  6 

Intra  Partum  haemorrhage  2 

Other  conditions  2 

LYING-IN. 

Varicose  veins  and  swollen  legs 3 

Post-partum  haemorrhage 6 

Pyrexia  8 

Mastitis  3 

CHILD. 

Prematurity  2 

Inflammation  of  or  discharge  from  eyes  35 

Malformation 2 

Rashes  1 

Jaundice  4 
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NOTIFICATIONS  FROM  MIDWIVES.— The  following  notifi- 
cations were  received  from  midwives  in  domiciliary  practise  : — 

Notifications  of  sending  for  medical  aid 203 

Laying  out  dead  body  5 

Liability  to  be  a source  of  infection 8 

Notification  of  death  or  stillbirth  37 


SECTION  23— MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 


GENERAL  ARRANGEMENTS.— The  County  Council  provide 
a domiciliary  midwifery  service  by  employing  whole-time  district  mid- 
wives  and  district  nurse-midwives.  The  day  to  day  management  of 
the  service  devolves  upon  the  Chief  Nursing  Officer  and  two  Assis- 
tants. On  the  31st  December,  1961,  5 district  midwives  and  14  district 
nurse-midwives  were  employed  ; 2 vacancies.  In  addition,  the  two 
Assistant  Nursing  Superintendents  take  relief  duty  on  occasions. 

ANALGESIA. — At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  domiciliary 
midwives  were  qualified  to  administer  inhalational  analgesia. 

Employed  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  ...  21 

In  private  practice  3 

Twenty-one  sets  of  apparatus  for  the  administration  of  gas  and 
air  and  nine  sets  for  the  administration  of  trilene  were  provided  by  the 
County  Council. 

Analgesia  was  administered  in  552  cases  (gas  and  air  232,  trilene 
320) . The  percentage  of  domiciliary  confinements  receiving  inhala- 
tional analgesia  was  93.5. 

Pethilorfan  was  also  much  used  either  alone  or  in  conjunction  with 
inhalational  analgesia.  It  was  administered  in  340  cases.  There  is 
strict  control  of  the  use  of  dangerous  drugs  by  midwives. 

STERILISED  MATERNITY  OUTFITS.— Maternity  outfits  are 
available  free  of  charge  for  all  women  confined  at  home.  505  outfits 
were  issued  during  the  year. 
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CASES  : The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council  midwives  : — 


No.  of  Visits 

Number  of 

District 

Ante-natal 

Delivery 

Lying-in 

patients  visited 
following 
discharge 
from  hospitals 
before  10th 
day 

To  patients’ 
homes 

Boston,  Wyberton  and 
Fishtoft 

1569 

206 

3905 

86 

Freiston,  Benington 
and  Butterwick 

178 

12 

346 

18 

Wrangle  and  Old  Leake 

164 

8 

354 

13 

Kirton  and  Frampton 

377 

28 

501 

7 

Sutterton  and  Algarkirk, 
etc. 

222 

21 

293 

6 

Swineshead  and  District 

105 

3 

181 

1 1 

Donington  and  District 

160 

24 

422 

15 

Gosberton  and  Surfleet 

391 

29 

672 

13 

Spalding,  Pinchbeck, 
Cowbit,  Moulton  and 
Weston 

1225 

105 

2141 

40 

Deeping  St.  Nicholas 

396 

22 

471 

3 

Crowland 

166 

20 

332 

6 

Holbeach 

183 

19 

394 

29 

Holbeach  Bank,  Hol- 
beach St.  Matthew's, 
Holbeach  St.  Mark’s, 
and  Saracen’s  Head 

141 

9 

288 

25 

Gedney,  Gedney  Dyke 
and  Fleet 

123 

11 

236 

29 

Long  Sutton  and  Lutton 

351 

16 

628 

18 

Tydd,  Sutton  St.  James, 
Sutton  St.  Edmund 
and  Gedney  Hill 

198 

21 

371 

17 

Sutton  Bridge 

239 

21 

500 

57 

TOTALS 

6188 

575 

12035 

393 
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SECTION  24— HEALTH  VISITING 


STAFF. — As  previously  stated,  it  is  the  policy  of  the  County 
Council  to  employ  health  visitors  on  combined  duties.  Qualified  health 
visitors  are  stationed  in  convenient  centres  throughout  the  County  and 
on  the  31st  December,  1961  the  staff  was  as  follows  : — 

12  Health  Visitors,  carrying  out  school  nursing  and  other 
duties. 

1 Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor. 

1 Health  Visitor  for  Mental  Health. 

2 Nurses  on  clinic  duties. 


Supervisory  work  is  undertaken  by  the  Chief  Nursing  Officer  and 
there  are  regular  monthly  meetings  when  matters  of  general  interest 
are  explained  and  discussed. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK. — The  following  figures  of  the  number 
of  visits  paid  by  the  health  visitors  and  tuberculosis  visitor  during  the 
year  gives  some  indication  of  the  extent  of  their  work. 


To  Expectant  Mothers. 

First  visits  

Total  visits  

To  children  under  1 year  of  age. 

First  visits  

Total  visits  

To  children,  aged  1 and  under  2 years 

To  children,  aged  2 but  under  5 years 

Visits  to  tuberculosis  households 


215 

372 

1626 

7917 

3942 

6977 

1076 


Visits  to  other  cases  (e.g.  reporting  on  care  of  old 
people,  hospital  after-care,  infectious  diseases, 
etc.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3337 


CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION— BOARDED-OUT  CHILDREN 
— ADOPTIONS. — Although  this  work  comes  within  the  province  of 
the  Children’s  Department,  the  health  visitors  pay  the  usual  routine 
visits  to  children  under  five  years  of  age. 
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Health  Visitors  and  the  General  Medical  Services. 

In  the  rural  areas  of  the  County  for  many  years  the  districts  of 
health  visitors  have  been  comparable  to  the  areas  covered  by  groups 
of  general  practitioners.  The  health  visitors  therefore  do  exercise  a 
good  liaison  and  it  is  left  to  their  discretion  as  to  how  this  is  achieved. 
Matters  in  respect  of  the  exercise  of  an  increasing  liaison  with  general 
practitioners  are  discussed  at  meetings  of  the  health  visitors  and  pro- 
gress is  made.  It  is  very  pleasing  to  report  that  two  groups  of  general 
practitioners  approached  the  Health  Department  asking  if  one  health 
visitor  could  be  attached  to  each  of  the  surgeries.  This  arrangement 
has  now  been  implemented  in  one  of  the  more  urban  areas  of  the 
County  where  the  districts  did  not  coincide,  and  a re-arrangement  of 
the  work  of  the  health  visitors  was  made.  Two  health  visitors  there- 
fore call  at  the  surgeries  each  week  as  a routine  and  at  other  times 
when  necessary. 

I am  indebted  to  the  general  practitioners  who  during  the  time 
of  staff  shortage,  very  willingly  undertook  sessions  at  different  welfare 
centres.  The  arrangement  has  been  most  successful.  At  the  time  of 
making  these  appointments  general  practitioners  were  reminded  of 
the  specific  role  of  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers  in  respect  of  the  care 
and  management  of  all  handicapped  children.  Quite  clearly  on  a 
national  basis  there  is  a shortage  of  medical  man  power  and  using 
available  medical  resources  is  going  to  be  a very  sound  policy,  but 
apart  from  this  angle  modern  emphasis  is  placed  upon  continuity  of 
medical  care. 

Full  support  to  integration  of  work  has  always  been  given  by  the 
Local  Medical  Committee  and  the  Executive  Council. 
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SECTION  25— HOME  NURSING 

GENERAL  SCHEME. — The  County  Council  provide  a domi- 
ciliary nursing  service  by  the  direct  employment  of  whole-time  district 
nurses  or  district  nurse /midwives.  There  was  no  change  in  these 
arrangements  during  the  year. 

STAFF. — Seven  whole-time  nurses  were  employed  and  fourteen 
nurses  devoted  part  of  their  time  to  the  service.  The  equivalent  in 
terms  of  whole-time  staff  is  14. 


WORK  UNDERTAKEN. — Home  nurses  attended  1465  cases, 
the  number  of  visits  being  38,991 . 


District 

No.  of 
Nurses 

No.  of 

Patients 

attended 

Medical 

Surgical 

Total 

number 

of  visits 

Boston,  Fishtoft  and  Wyberton 

3 

320 

242 

70 

8561 

Freiston,  Benington  and 
Butterwick 

1 

42 

17 

10 

844 

Wrangle  and  Old  Leake 

1 

44 

31 

13 

1477 

Kirton  and  Frampton 

1 

49 

37 

6 

916 

Sutterton  and  Algarkirk 

1 

58 

49 

9 

737 

Swineshead 

1 

23 

7 

14 

722 

Donington 

1 

48 

39 

4 

1556 

Gosberton  and  Surfleet 

1 

34 

22 

9 

933 

Spalding  and  Pinchbeck 

2 

300 

170 

126 

8474 

Moulton,  Moulton  Chapel, 

Cowbit  and  Weston 

2 

136 

98 

38 

5844 

Deeping  St.  Nicholas 

1 

69 

44 

25 

440 

Crowland 

1 

28 

23 

4 

528 

Holbeach 

1 

54 

53 

1 

1766 

Holbeach  Bank,  Holbeach  St. 
Matthews,  Holbeach  St.  Marks 
and  Saracen’s  Head 

1 

35 

25 

9 

1026 

Gedney,  Gedney  Drove  End  and 
Fleet 

1 

60 

27 

24 

1318 

Long  Sutton  and  Lutton 

1 

61 

43 

18 

1880 

Tydd,  Sutton  St.  James,  Sutton 

St.  Edmund  and  Gedney  Hill 

1 

30 

21 

9 

352 

Sutton  Bridge 

1 

74 

27 

41 

1617 

TOTALS  .... 

22 

1465 

975 

430 

38991 
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Of  the  cases  attended  773  were  sixty-five  or  over,  and  visits  to 
these  cases  number  34192.  This  again  shows  the  importance  of  domi- 
ciliary nursing  in  relation  to  the  care  of  the  aged  and  chronic  sick. 
It  represents  over  50%  of  the  total  cases  attended. 

HEALTH  VISITING,  HEALTH  EDUCATION,  DOMICILIARY 
MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING  SERVICES 


The  Chief  Nursing  Officer  submits  the  following  report  : — 

STAFF. — There  were  various  staff  changes  during  the  year.  Mrs. 
Charlton  resigned  from  her  post  as  District  Nurse /Midwife  at  Crow- 
land  in  March.  Miss  Frawley  was  appointed  District  Nurse  in  Boston 
in  January  temporarily  and  left  in  June.  Mrs.  Killick  transferred  from 
the  post  of  District  Nurse/Midwife  in  Swineshead  to  that  of  District 
Nurse  in  Boston  and  Miss  Swift  was  appointed  District  Nurse/Midwife 
for  Swineshead.  Miss  Archer  retired  from  her  post  as  Health  Visitor 
in  Boston  after  many  years’  service.  Miss  Davies,  District  Teaching 
Midwife  in  Boston  for  many  years  retired  and  Mrs.  Sleight  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  post. 

HEALTH  VISITOR  TRAINING.— Two  bursaries  were  granted 
for  Health  Visitor  Training  at  Battersea  College  of  Technology.  Miss 
J.  Woods  completed  training  and  joined  the  staff  in  Spalding  in 
December  and  Miss  E.  R.  Southwell  finished  in  April,  1962. 

POST  GRADUATE  COURSES. — Five  midwives,  two  health 
visitors  and  one  home  nurse  attended  refresher  courses  during  the  year. 
Four  health  visitors  also  attended  short  courses  on  screening  test  of 
hearing  in  young  children  and  one  health  visitor  attended  a special 
course  of  three  months  on  mental  illness  at  Rauceby  Hospital. 

TRAINING  FOR  THE  CERTIFICATE  IN  DISTRICT  NURS- 
ING.— Towards  the  end  of  the  year  arrangements  were  made  in  co- 
operation with  Lindsey  and  Kesteven  County  Councils  for  a course  of 
training  in  preparation  for  the  examination  in  district  nursing  for  the 
National  certificate  and  also  for  the  certificate  of  the  Queen’s  Institute 
in  District  Nursing.  The  course  to  commence  in  January  1962  and  to 
consist  of  12  weekly  study  days  to  be  held  at  Fydell  House,  Boston. 

HEALTH  TExACHING. — A two  day  study  course  on  the  care  of 
the  aged  was  arranged  in  March  through  the  Central  Council  for 
Health  Education.  The  course  was  held  in  Boston  and  was  attended 
by  members  of  the  voluntary  bodies  as  well  as  by  members  of  the 
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Public  Health  Staff.  The  Holland  Old  Peoples  Welfare  Committee 
also  arranged  a course  in  Spalding  Clinic  in  September.  Relaxation 
and  Mothercraft  classes  have  continued  to  be  held  and  both  individual 
and  group  teaching  given  in  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics.  Talks  on 
health  matters  have  also  been  given  to  voluntary  organisations  by  the 
Public  Health  nursing  staff. 

ROYAL  GARDEN  PARTIES. — Two  members  of  the  staff,  Miss 
D.  Guest  and  Miss  C.  Swallow  had  the  honour  of  attending  one  of  the 
Royal  Garden  Parties  at  Buckingham  Palace. 

LIAISON  WITH  HOSPITALS. — Requests  for  home  conditions 
and  facilities  prior  to  discharge  of  patients  from  hospital  are  received 
through  the  hospital  almoners  and  also  requests  for  the  services  of  the 
home  nursing  service  or  follow-up  by  the  health  visitor  and  in  an  area 
such  as  this  personal  contact  is  reasonably  easy. 

HOME  NURSING  SERVICE. — This  service  has  continued  to 
work  effectively.  The  use  of  special  protective  pads  for  incontinent 
patients  has  proved  of  value  in  lifting  the  burden  of  relatives  and 
assisted  in  enabling  the  elderly  chronic  sick  patient  to  remain  at  home. 


Analysis  of  Work  undertaken  by  the  Home 
Nursing  Service  during  1961. 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Patients 

Visits 

General  care  of  the  aged  

...  563 

11882 

Nursing  of  children  

79 

633 

Treatment  of  cases  of  accident  

73 

646 

Dressings  following  discharge  from  hospital 

...  170 

2910 

Preparation  of  X-ray  (Barium  Enema)  ... 

...  46 

83 

Bladder  washout  

16 

321 

Enemata  

...  117 

419 

Changing  pessary  

...  63 

343 

Injections — Insulin  

72 

11223 

Streptomycin  

13 

114 

Penicillin 

10 

241 

Mersalyl  

9 

238 

Imferon  

...  33 

192 

Cytamin  

25 

359 

Others  

...  32 

766 

Any  other  conditions  , 

...  62 

1808 
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SECTION  26— VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


The  Council’s  scheme  provides  for  vaccination  against  smallpox, 
poliomyelitis,  whooping  cough  and  tuberculosis  ; immunisation  against 
diphtheria  and  tetanus. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX.— Constant  effort  is 
maintained  to  encourage  parents  to  have  their  children  vaccinated  and 
the  steady  improvement  in  the  vaccinal  state  has  continued.  The 
figure  for  1962  will  show  a vast  increase — the  result  of  a heavy  de- 
mand directly  due  to  the  smallpox  outbreaks  in  Yorkshire  and  South 
Wales.  The  following  tables  show  the  figures  over  the  past  10 

years  : PRIMARY  VACCINATIONS 


Year 

Under  1 
year 

1 to  4 

5 to  14 

15  or  over 

Total 

1952 

360 

36 

39 

78 

513 

1953 

281 

203 

38 

70 

592 

1954 

490 

48 

24 

40 

602 

1955 

470 

32 

14 

47 

563 

1956 

453 

50 

15 

72 

590 

1957 

537 

56 

41 

60 

694 

1958 

513 

46 

26 

46 

631 

1959 

539 

37 

19 

38 

633 

1960 

550 

53 

18 

52 

673 

1961 

658 

92 

44 

79 

873 

R E - VACCINATIONS . 


Year 

Under 

1 Year 

1 to  4 

5 to  14 

15  or  over 

Total 

1952 

— 

1 

6 

58 

65 

1953 

— 

— 

2 

55 

57 

1954 

— 

6 

3 

36 

45 

1955 

— 

2 

5 

35 

42 

1956 

— 

1 

14 

50 

65 

1957 

— 

6 

7 

59 

72 

1958 

— 

1 

6 

50 

57 

1959 

— 

1 

6 

39 

46 

1960 

— 

— 

7 

47 

54 

1961 

— 

2 

7 

60 

69 

Number  immunised  against  Diphtheria  during  the  period  1948 — 1961. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. — The  arrangements  are  un- 
changed. There  has  not  been  a notified  case  of  diphtheria  in  the 
County  since  1948  and  this  fact  makes  it  difficult  to  persuade  some 
parents  to  accept  immunisation. 

At  the  commencement  of  school  life  primary  or  reinforcing  in- 
jections are  given  by  the  school  medical  staff,  and  special  sessions  are 
arranged  if  necessary.  The  table  on  the  preceding  page  shows  the 
overall  immunisation  picture  since  1948. 


With  few  exceptions,  immunisations  against  diphtheria  are  now 
carried  out  with  combined  prophylactics.  The  following  table  shows 
the  number  of  children  immunised  during  1961:— 


District 

Primary. 

Boosters. 

Under  1 

1-4  years 

5-14  years 

Total 

All  ages. 

Boston  Borough 

343 

34 

40 

417 

310 

Spalding  Urban 

219 

36 

34 

289 

232 

Boston  Rural 

282 

34 

19 

335 

419 

East  Elloe  Rural 

208 

54 

42 

304 

429 

Spalding  Rural 

228 

57 

62 

347 

443 

Totals 

1280 

215 

197 

1692 

1833 

The  next  table  has  been  completed  to  show  the  number  of  child- 
ren in  the  three  age  groups  who  have  been  immunised  at  any  one  time 
and  the  percentage  they  represent  of  the  population  in  these  age 
groups. 


District 

Under  1 year 
(i.e.  born  in 
1961) 

1 and  under 

5 years 
(born  in 
1957-1960) 

5-14  years 
(born  1947-56) 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

O/ 

/o 

Boston  Borough 

153 

37.5 

1005 

63.6 

3640 

92.9 

Spalding  Urban 

90 

38.4 

532 

57.4 

2045 

96.9 

Boston  Rural 

129 

39.4 

858 

62.9 

3149 

94.9 

East  Elloe  Rural 

110 

27.3 

761 

62.5 

3191 

89.1 

Spalding  Rural 

96 

40.1 

723 

63.2 

2988 

94.6 

Totals 

578 

35.4 

3879 

62.8 

15013 

93.2 

When  considering  the  figure  35.4%  for  children  born  in  1961 
who  have  been  immunised  by  the  end  of  the  year,  it  must  be  noted 
that  only  about  one-third  of  the  children  born  in  1961  could  complete 
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the  protective  treatment  by  December  31st.  In  actual  fact  the  num- 
ber of  children  immunised  during  the  first  year  of  life  is  steadily  in- 
creasing. 

By  taking  the  number  of  children  immunised  before  reaching  the 
age  of  one  year  (1280)  as  a percentage  of  the  live  births  (1541)  in 
1961  the  result  is  83.0%  which  exceeds  considerably  the  Ministry’s 
objective  of  75%. 

The  percentage  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  who  have 
been  immunised  was  57.1  and  in  the  five  to  fourteen  age  group  93.2%. 

WHOOPING  COUGH  VACCINATION.— Vaccination  against 
whooping  cough  has  been  in  operation  since  1952. 

The  following  figures  show  the  extent  to  which  inoculation  against 
whooping  cough  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Children  immunised  (combined  prophylactic)  1560 

Children  inoculated  (whooping  cough  prophylactic  alone)  9 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  vaccinations  against 


whooping  cough,  either 
and/or  tetanus  since  1955 

alone  or 

in  combination 

with 

diphtb 

eria, 

District. 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

Boston  Borough  

274 

296 

329 

353 

304 

280 

410 

Spalding  Urban  

187 

162 

170 

180 

182 

171 

256 

Boston  Rural  

294 

238 

238 

253 

277 

291 

327 

East  Elloe  Rural  

241 

182 

235 

240 

241 

284 

274 

Spalding  Rural  

193 

187 

183 

216 

212 

259 

302 

1189 

1065 

1155 

1242 

1216 

1285 

1569 

B.C.G.  VACCINATION  (Section  28  National  Health  Service 
Act). — The  scheme  for  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  was  continued 
during  the  year  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  policy. 

1,519  children  received  the  initial  skin  test,  of  whom  1,262  had 
a negative  reaction  and  1,214  were  vaccinated.  248  children  showed 
a positive  reaction  to  the  test. 

Immunisation  against  Tetanus. 

A steadily  increasing  demand  is  being  made  for  single  prophylac- 
tic, whilst  with  the  advent  of  the  triple  vaccine,  immunisaton  against 
tetanus  in  the  under  fives  is  producing  a far  more  satisfactory  level  of 
immunity.  The  following  table  gives  the  statistical  data  and  compares 
1960  and  1961 
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Under 

5 yrs. 

5-15  yrs. 

Over  1 5 
yrs. 

1960 

Single  Prophylactic 

9 

39 

34 

Combined  Prophylactic 

548 

13 

— 

1961 

Single  Prophylactic 

132 

122 

61 

Combined  Prophylactic 

1528 

13 

— 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 


The  number  of  children  who  had  received  three  injections  against 
poliomyelitis  at  31st  December,  1961  is  shown  in  the  table  below.  At 
the  time  of  writing  it  is  estimated  that  82%  of  children  under  15  years 
of  age  had  received  two  injections  of  salk  vaccine  or  three  doses  of 
oral  vaccine.  The  Ministry  of  Health  has  set  a target  of  90%  vac- 
cination rate  for  this  age  group  to  be  attained  by  the  summer  of  1962 
and  every  effort  is  being  made  to  achieve  this. 


Year 

of 

Birth 

Whole 

County 

Boston 

Borough 

Boston 

Rural 

District 

Spalding 

Urban 

Spalding 

Rural 

East 

Eiloe 

Rural 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

1956 

1300 

80.7 

326 

74.4 

294 

89.0 

186 

80.8 

232 

81.9 

262 

77 

55 

1257 

80.4 

304 

79.9 

305 

85.4 

154 

77.6 

249 

79.8 

245 

77 

54 

1338 

76.9 

335 

77.5 

336 

83.3 

168 

75.3 

258 

80.3 

241 

66 

53 

1380 

80.2 

334 

80.9 

346 

92.5 

174 

76.9 

264 

79.3 

262 

77 

52 

1271 

76.1 

287 

75.7 

309 

86.7 

176 

80.0 

247 

76.6 

252 

66 

51 

1325 

79.2 

331 

78.0 

315 

91.0 

170 

85.8 

254 

76.9 

255 

66 

50 

1312 

76.9 

304 

71.6 

321 

88.4 

171 

76.6 

242 

81.4 

274 

66 

49 

1371 

73.9 

340 

67.0 

305 

92.4 

183 

68.7 

283 

78.3 

260 

66 

48 

1387 

73.6 

355 

73.4 

309 

85.4 

165 

63.2 

257 

76.7 

301 

66 

47 

1606 

74.4 

406 

73.1 

342 

83.5 

192 

66.6 

299 

77.2 

367 

7(7 

46 

1428 

72.2 

352 

70. oj 

325 

81.6 

206 

69.1 

272 

75.9 

273 

6b 
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SECTION  27— AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 


This  service  is  managed  directly  by  the  Council  through  the 


County  Ambulance  and  Transport  Department,  and  the  following  de- 
tails have  been  supplied  to  me  by  the  County  Transport  Officer  in 
respect  of  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1962. 


Emergency.  Others. 

Number  of  patients  carried  by  ambulance  1,312 

6,373 

Number  of  patients  carried  by  car  ... 

30 

41,180 

Supplementary  Car  Service 

140 

8,113 

Patients  carried  by  rail 

. . . — 

333 

1,482 

55,999 

Total 

57,481 

Mileages. 

(a)  Ambulances  

• • • • • • 

85,141 

(b)  Council  Cars  

\ 

240,031 

(c)  Supplementary  Cars 

...  • • • 

87,835 

(d)  Rail  

...  ... 

28,048 

441,055 


Abortive  Journeys  236. 

The  above  figures  show  the  following  variations  as  compared  with 
the  year  ending  31st  March,  1961  : — 

Patients  carried  — plus  3,511  = plus  6.5% 

Mileage  — plus  41,975  = plus  10.7% 

Abortive  journeys  — minus  64  = minus  21.3% 

The  establishment  at  the  end  of  the  period  was  as  follows  : — 

Station  Officers 2 

Whole-time  Driver  Attendants  20 

Whole-time  Mechanics  4 

Number  of  ambulances  14* 

Number  of  sitting  case  cars 8 

Ambulance  Stations  4 

* includes  five  utility  ambulances  which  are  mainly  used  for 
the  conveyance  of  sitting  cases. 

The  work  of  the  service  has  continued  to  increase,  but  has  been 
satisfactorily  completed  without  further  additions  to  the  establishment 
of  vehicles  or  staff. 

From  a study  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Cost  statement  for  the 
year  ended  31st  March,  1961,  it  is  seen  that  the  costs  of  this  Council* s 
Ambulance  Service  remain  among  the  lowest  in  the  country  ; the  cost 
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per  person  13/3d.,  comparing  with  an  average  of  20/5d.  for  the  forty- 
six  Rural  Counties  in  England  and  Wales  (Group  2)  and  1 8 /3d.  the 
average  of  all  local  authorities.  The  cost  per  vehicle  mile  at  2/0d. 
compares  with  the  average  of  2/6d.  for  Rural  Counties  and  3/5d.  for 
all  authorities  in  England  and  Wales. 

Although  at  508  the  number  of  persons  per  1,000  population  is 
the  second  highest  in  Group  2,  the  cost  per  1,000  population,  £328 
compares  favourably  with  the  average  of  £320,  and  the  number  of 
miles  per  patient  7.4  is  2.4  miles  less  than  the  average  for  other  Rural 
Counties.  This  represents  24.5%  or  a saving  of  129,557  miles. 

Provision  was  made  in  the  financial  estimates  for  1961/62  for  the 
replacement  of  a 1947  car  and  a 1947  ambulance.  A 6-seater  Ford  Con- 
sul saloon  car  was  received  on  the  23rd  January,  1962,  but  owing  to  the 
popularity  of  the  type  previously  purchased  by  the  Council,  the  new 
ambulance  was  not  received  until  May,  1962.  For  the  first  time 
this  vehicle  was  fitted  with  pneumatic  rear  suspension  which  has 
greatly  improved  the  riding  qualities  in  the  ambulance  compartment. 

Owing  to  the  Smallpox  epidemic  in  other  parts  of  the  country, 
the  arrangements  for  the  conveyance  of  this  type  of  patient  were  com- 
pletely revised  and  all  ambulance  personnel  were  vaccinated. 

During  the  year  a total  of  twenty-eight  volunteers  have  assisted 
the  service,  twelve  of  these  in  connection  with  the  voluntarily  manned 
ambulance  at  Crowland.  This  station  has  continued  to  operate 
efficiently,  resulting  not  only  in  a considerable  saving  of  mileage  and 
expense,  but  providing  a much  quicker  service  for  the  residents  of 
that  area.  The  work  undertaken  in  this  sphere  is  greatly  appreciated. 

CHIROPODY  SERVICE— SECTION  28 


The  Direct  County  Scheme  which  was  brought  into  operation  on 
April  1st,  1960,  is  now  well  established  and  fulfilling  a great  need. 
Throughout  the  year  8 chiropodists  have  continued  to  make  their 
professional  services  available.  Treatments  are  undertaken  at  sur- 
geries and  at  clinics  in  Boston,  Spalding,  Donington,  Holbeach  and 
Sutton  Bridge. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the  Whitley  Council  has  now  an- 
nounced agreed  surgery  and  domiciliary  treatment  fees  increased  from 
6/-  to  7/6d.  (surgery)  and  from  8/6d.  to  12/6d.  (domiciliary)  per 
treatment. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  N.  H.  Hughes,  the  liaison  officer,  for  the 
following  information  and  statistical  data  since  the  inception  of  the 
service  : — 
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Service  Providing  Clinic  and  Surgery  Treatments 
and  Domiciliary  Visits 

1961  1960 

(nine  months) 

1.  Total  registrations  

848 

617 

Less  Deaths  and  Discharges  during  year 

44 

25 

Registered  patients  at  1.1.62  

804 

592 

2.  No.  applications  for  free  treatment 

7 

3 

No.  approved  by  County  Medical  Officer  6 

3.  Analysis  of  Patients  Recommendations  1961. 

3 

(a)  General  Practitioners  

(b)  Clinic  Doctors,  Health  Visitors  and 

37% 

33% 

Midwives  

32% 

30% 

(c)  Registered  Voluntary  Organisers  ... 

30% 

37% 

4.  Total  Treatments  Provided 

4,103 

2,424 

In  surgeries 

2,885 

1,692 

In  clinics 

1,167 

659 

Domiciliary  

151 

73 

5.  Appliances — a small  number  supplied  during  the  year. 


6.  Detailed  information  of  clinic  patients  1961  : — 


Clinic 

Boston 

Donington 

Holbeach 

S.  Bridge 

Spalding 

All  Clinics 

1961 

1960 

Patients 

Average  age 

74.6 

72.6 

72.2 

75.0 

74.2 

73.3 

74.0 

% of  transport 

cases 

46 

43.3 

26 

29.4 

97 

— 

— 

Treatments  per 

session 

7.5 

7.4 

7.3 

6.1 

6.75 

7.01 

7.0 

Waiting  List 
at  31.12.61 

10 

8 

12 

2 

— 

22 

10 

Now  that  the  scheme  has  successfully  passed  its  embryonic  stage 
it  can  be  said  that  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  principle  of  providing  as 
many  treatment  centres  as  possible,  both  surgery  and  clinic,  is  prov- 
ing correct.  The  principle  of  allowing,  where  possible,  a choice  of 
operator  is  also  working  well  and  patients  are  evenly  distributed. 

With  the  present  number  of  operators  available  the  estimated 
total  of  treatments  was  slightly  exceeded,  this  is  however  the  maximum 
that  can  be  offered  and  no  increase  can  be  anticipated  in  1962  for  all 
chiropodists  are  now  participating  in  the  scheme.  The  national  short- 
age is  shown  acutely  in  this  district  and  we  can  claim  to  have  obtained 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  members  of  the  Society  of  Chiropodists  who 
continually  by  their  actions  leave  us  in  no  doubt  of  their  desire  to  see 
this  particular  scheme-  an  unqualified  success. 
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Transport.  All  transport  cases  are  seen  in  clinics  and,  as  pre- 
dicted, these  show  an  increase  over  1960. 

Age.  The  astonishingly  high  average  age  must  also  be  in  some 
way  responsible  for  the  also  high  “ discharge  ” rate.  It  would  be 
fair  comment  to  make  the  following  statement  : — The  Scheme  declares 
60  years  of  age  as  the  commencement  age  for  women  under  the  old 
age  group,  we  can  but  be  scratching  the  surface  of  the  problem  at  the 
moment  and  it  must  surely  be  many  years  before  enough  operators 
are  available  before  a comprehensive  national  scheme  can  be  contem- 
plated. It  is  therefore  always  in  our  thoughts  that  some  degree  of 
medical  priority  is  essential  in  the  immediate  future. 

Domiciliary  Visits.  The  average  age  of  domiciliary  patients  is 
84.6  years  and  this  leaves  us  in  no  doubt  of  the  need  of  this  aspect  of 
the  service.  Unfortunately  the  percentage  of  domiciliary  visits  has 
increased  to  3.75%.  The  time  factor  continues  to  cause  some  con- 
cern. 

Failed  Appointments.  Considering  the  average  age  a proportion 
must  be  expected  in  the  private  surgery. 

As  regards  sessions  the  attendance  rate  of  7.01  is  an  excellent 
comparison  with  1960  and  a session  of  seven  patients  ensures  that  they 
are  all  allocated  an  adequate  amount  of  time  to  receive  chiropody 
treatment  as  defined  by  a medical  service.  This  figure  has  only  been 
achieved  by  the  provision  of  a clinic  nurse  or  clerical  help  to  relieve 
the  chiropodist  of  all  work  in  excess  of  the  actual  chiropody. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  clinic  staffs 
who  once  again  have  done  much  to  achieve  smoothly  run  clinics. 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

(SECTION  28). 

The  Holland  Care  Committee  has  now  entered  the  twenty-eighth 
year  of  its  work.  It  has  always  been  the  policy  to  help  the  tuber- 
culous patient  from  the  earliest  possible  moment  and  the  outlook  for 
the  treated  cases  of  tuberculosis,  particularly  where  treatment  is  begun 
in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease,  is  now  good.  The  community  are  in- 
terested because  of  the  detection  of  unknown  sources  of  infection  which 
are  detected  earlier  than  hitherto,  avoiding  a chapter  of  secondary 
cases.  The  impact  of  modern  treatment  is  such  that  infectivity  of  the 
patient  can  now  be  reduced  more  quickly  than  years  ago.  Nationally 
the  death  rate  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  has  declined  by  over  75% 
in  the  last  ten  years  which  does  show  indeed  that  cases  are  being  dis- 
covered early  and  that  response  to  treatment  is  most  satisfactory.  How- 
ever some  3,000  patients  in  England  and  Wales  die  each  year  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Each  year  some  13,000  males  and  7,500 
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females  are  notified  under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regula- 
tions. Much  clearly  still  remains  to  be  done.  Quite  clearly  over  many 
years  much  has  been  done  by  co-ordinated  effort  as  between  Care  Com- 
mittees, Hospital  authorities,  the  Rehabilitation  services  and  in  more 
recent  years  by  B.C.G.  vaccination.  It  is  interesting  to  know  that 
each  year  the  hospital  clinics  examine  about  140,000  contacts.  The 
number  of  contacts  for  each  new  case  of  tuberculosis  appears  to  in- 
crease. This  follows  the  intensive  activity  either  at  home  or  at  work 
once  a diagnosis  has  been  established.  Vaccinations  of  school  children 
increase  year  by  year  and  some  450,000  are  vaccinated  annually. 

The  essence  of  the  work  of  the  Committee  is  based  on  team  work 
with  national  and  local  resources  very  much  in  mind.  The  Commit- 
tee has  paid  special  attention  to  supporting  services  within  the  home 
at  the  time  of  chronic  illness,  particularly  the  severe  type  of  malignant 
growth,  a type  of  work  which  materially  helps  the  work  of  the  family 
doctor  and  the  district  nurse,  with  great  appreciation  from  relatives. 

The  problems  of  mental  ill-health  can  also  be  witnessed  through 
children  attending  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic  and  recommendations 
made  by  the  Psychiatric  Social  Worker  to  help  these  children  have 
all  been  fulfilled.  The  embarrassment  of  an  adolescent  child  attending 
school  ill-clad  has  been  rectified  on  more  than  one  occasion. 

Clothing  and  bedding  for  the  problem  type  of  family  are  provided 
in  an  attempt  to  raise  the  standard  of  living  and  to  give  encouragement 
to  the  younger  citizens  of  the  mentally  dull  type.  T he  variety  of  work 
based  on  medico-social  need  is  most  extensive.  The  victims  of  flood, 
the  provision  of  decorating  materials  to  another  family,  convalescent 
holidays  foi  children  and  adults,  are  all  examples  of  voluntary  en- 
deavour at  its  best.  A request  was  received  on  behalf  of  patients  resi- 
dent in  a hospital  for  the  mentally  sub-normal  and  a scheme  was  begun 
whereby  birthday  cards  and  Christmas  greetings  are  sent  to  certain 
selected  patients.  The  visiting  clergyman,  the  hospital  staff  and  the 
patients  themselves  are  very  delighted  with  this  new  activity  of  the 
Committee. 

Apart  from  the  annual  grant  received  from  the  County  Council, 
the  Committee  in  turn  raises  a considerable  amount  by  voluntary  effort, 
the  sum  of  £233  being  received  from  the  Christmas  Seal  sale  and  £94 
from  other  sources. 

The  total  expenditure  by  the  Committee  for  the  year  ended  31st 
March,  1961,  was  £1,959. 

The  following  particulars  indicate  the  extent  of  help  given  by  the 
Committee  : — 
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TUBERCULOSIS  SCHEME. — Help  has  been  given  during  the 
year  in  the  following  ways  : — 

Milk. — Grants  of  extra  nourishment  by  the  way  of  milk  has  been 
given  in  75  cases.  Milk  so  supplied  has  averaged  292  gallons  monthly. 

Foods. — Proprietary  foods  and  groceries  have  been  supplied  in  2 
cases. 

Clothing. — 2 cases. 

Money  Grants. — 1 case. 

In  addition  help  has  been  given  in  a number  of  cases  by  the 
National  Assistance  Board,  the  Women's  Voluntary  Services  and  mem- 
bers of  this  Committee. 

Visiting. — Patients  are  visited  approximately  every  three  months 
for  review  of  circumstances. 


GENERAL  AFTER-CARE. — Help  was  given  in  respect  of  94 
cases  as  follows  : — 

Milk. — Allowances  of  this  nature  were  given  to  26  patients. 

Convalescent  care  provided  for  five  adults  at  Hunstanton  Con- 
valescent Home  and  three  children  at  the  Y.M.C.A.  Camp,  Skegness. 

Groceries. — Allowances  were  made  in  7 cases. 

Fares  andi  provision  of  transport. — 5 cases. 

Footwear  and/or  clothing  were  provided  in  21  cases. 

Miscellaneous  (coal,  bedding,  etc.). — 28  cases. 

This  statement  does  not  include  assistance  given  privately  from 
time  to  time  by  members  of  the  Committee. 


MARIE  CURIE  FUND. — During  the  period  from  1.4.1961  to 
31.3.1962  the  number  of  home  patients  who  were  assisted  was  47. 


Allowances  were  made  under  the  following  headings  : — 

Extra  nourishment  (milk,  etc.) 

Groceries  

Comforts  for  patients  (Brandy,  Lucozade,  etc.)  ... 

Special  dressings  

Clothing,  etc 

Coal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Provision  of  night  sitter-in  

These  allowances  amounted  to  £172  17s.  Od. 


15 

3 

14 

5 

8 

1 

1 


NURSING  AND  LYING-IN  FUND.— Help  was  given  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Sheets  and/or  blankets  4 

Clothing  and  footwear  3 

Miscellaneous  2 
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MEDICAL  LOAN  DEPOTS. — During  the  year,  the  County 
Council  continued  the  arrangements  for  the  loan  of  nursing  equip- 
ment and  appliances  on  the  recommendation  of  the  family  doctor  or 
the  district  nurse. 

The  following  depots  function  : — 

BOSTON. — County  Hall.  This  is  intended  to  operate  when  de- 
mands cannot  be  met  by  the  voluntary  associations.  Applications  are 
dealt  with  during  office  hours. 

BOSTON.— Red  Cross  Depot,  Rosegarth  Street,  Boston.  This 
depot,  which  is  administered  by  the  local  branch  of  the  British  Red 
Cross  Society,  is  open  each  evening  from  6. 30  p.m.  to  8 p.m. 

HOLBEACH. — Depot  at  17  Fleet  Street.  Administered  by  Hol- 
beach  Division  of  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 

SPALDING. — Depot  maintained  by  the  St.  John  z\mbulance 
Brigade.  The  area  covered  includes  the  Spalding  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts. 

SUTTON  BRIDGE. — 80  Bridge  Road.  The  depot  is  managed 
by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade. 

CROWLAND. — British  Legion  Depot.  This  depot  is  adminis- 
tered by  the  members  of  the  local  branch.  No  charge  is  made  for  any 
article  loaned. 

The  articles  in  most  demand  are  bed-pans,  air-rings,  mackintosh 
sheets,  back  rests,  urinals,  bed  tables,  crutches,  hot-water  bottles,  bed 
cradles  and  invalid  chairs. 

The  depots  managed  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  and  Red  Cross 
Associations  may  send  in  requisitions  as  and  when  necessary  to  the 
County  Council  for  additional  stock  or  renewals. 

Applications  were  received  and  dealt  with  as  follows  : — 


Depot 

Cases 

Assisted 

Articles 

Loaned 

Boston  (Red  Cross) 

180 

195 

Boston  (County  Hall)  

38 

41 

Crowland  (British  Legion) 

20 

35 

Holbeach  (St.  John  Ambulance) 

27 

54 

Spalding  (St.  John  Ambulance)  ... 

103 

103 

Sutton  Bridge  (St.  John  Ambulance) 

29 

48 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. — The  provision  of  treatment  for  these 

diseases  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Gener- 
ally speaking,  patients  from  the  Holland  area  attend  at  the  London 
Road  Hospital,  Boston,  or  at  the  West  Norfolk  and  King’s  Lynn  Hos- 
pital, King’s  Lynn.  . 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  for  this  area 
treated  at  special  clinics  during  the  year  : — 


New  Cases 

Boston  Clinic 

Lynn  Clinic 

Total 

Syphilis 

1 

— 

1 

(4) 

Gonorrhoea 

3 

5 

8 

(13) 

Other  Conditions 

19 

7 

26 

(36) 

Total 

23 

12 

35 

(53) 

Note  : The  figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  year  1960. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


NOTIFICATION. — In  1961  sixteen  cases  of  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis and  six  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified. 

DEATH  RATE. — The  number  of  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis was  eight  compared  with  two  in  1960.  There  were  two  deaths 
from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  compared  with  Nil  for  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  death  rate  for  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  was  0.10  per 
thousand  of  the  population.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
0.072. 

REPORT  OF  CHEST  PHYSICIAN.— Dr.  A.  M.  Forrest  has 
kindly  furnished  the  following  information  : — 

The  position  regarding  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  the  County 
remains  very  satisfactory,  although  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  year 
has  risen  to  ten. 

The  number  of  new  notifications  has  shown  a substantial  fall. 
The  trend  of  previous  years  of  new  cases  occurring  in  older  age  groups 
continues.  This  year  there  has  been  only  two  cases  in  children,  both 
very  mild  cases. 

Tuberculosis  is  now  a comparatively  lare  disease  in  persons  un- 
der 30  years,  of  both  sexes.  Now  that  the  B.C.G.  vaccination  scheme 
in  school  leavers  is  fully  under  way,  this  trend  should  become  even 
more  apparent. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1952. 


47 


H 

VO 

C\ 


u 

V 

JD 

a 

a 

o 

rH 

pa 

O 


o •« 

w G 

r-T  JS 

VO  — 
ON 

tH 


t 

rt  .3 

3 J3 
G £ 
cs 

o 

^ <*> 

c«  G 


O vtt 

• vM  W 

t4 

& >s 

ac 

« 3 

*5  o 

u 

W) 

G U 
•r  J5 

3 w 

co 

G 
O 


<u 

ts 

VG  Js 

•**  33 


O G 
4 — 


rt 

a 

a 

c? 


u 

o< 


48 


49 


SECTION  29— HOME  HELPS. 


The  County  Home  Help  Service  continued  to  meet  the  varied  and 
fluctuating  demands  made  upon  it  by  the  fairly  stable  establishment  of 
approximately  75  helpers.  Adjustment  in  staff  from  district  to  district 
is  always  necessary.  The  following  table  shows  the  staff  situation  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 


District 

Full 

time 

Regular 

Part- 

time 

Casual 

Part- 

time 

TOTAL 

Boston,  Wyberton  and  Fishtoft  ... 

1 

25 

— 

26 

Spalding  and  District 

— 

13 

1 

14 

Kirton  and  Frampton 

Kirton  Holme  and  Hubberts 

1 

1 

2 

Bridge  

— 

1 

1 

2 

Sutterton,  Fosdyke  and  Wigtoft  ... 
Swineshead,  Donington  and 

1 

1 

Gosberton  

1 

5 

— 

6 

Surfleet  

— 

— 

2 

2 

Leverton,  Old  Leake  and  Wrangle 
Crowland,  Cowbit  and  Deeping 

— 

2 

2 

4 

St.  Nicholas  

— 

3 

1 

4 

Holbeach 

— 

5 

1 

6 

Whaplode,  Weston  and  Moulton  ... 
Fleet,  Gedney,  Long  Sutton 

— 

2 

~ 

2 

and  Sutton  Bridge  

— 

7 

1 

8 

WHOLE  COUNTY 

3 

65 

9 

77 

The  full-time  helpers  continue  to  form  the  nucleus  of  the  service 
and  deal  mainly  with  maternity  cases  and  problem  families.  Regular 
part-time  workers  form  the  main  body  of  helpers  and  attend  the  bulk 
of  aged  and  infirm  and  chronic  sick  cases.  The  part-time  worker 
averages  between  30  and  40  hours  each  week,  and  may  attend  up  to 
eight  cases  each  week,  thus  being  of  the  greatest  value  in  the  main- 
tenance and  development  of  the  service.  The  casual  Home  Helps — 
women  who  are  prepared  to  work  as  and  when  required — are  often 
specially  appointed  to  attend  cases  in  the  more  remote  rural  areas  and 
consequently  contribute  considerably  to  the  economy  of  the  service. 
During  the  year  County  transport  was  called  upon  to  render  assistance 
in  only  6 cases,  all  of  which  were  short  term  maternity  cases  in  iso- 
lated districts  and*  transporting  an  existing  home  help  was  the  only 
practical  solution. 
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This  service  is  essentially  one  of  day  to  day  administration,  this 
work  being  carried  out  by  a member  of  the  County  Health  Depart- 
ment, whilst  the  Assistant  County  Nursing  Superintendents  supervise 
helps  in  patients’  homes.  The  close  co-ordination  of  these  arrange- 
ments ensure  that  cases  are  reassessed  both  with  regard  to  need  and 
financial  recovery,  and  help  to  prevent  abuse  of  the  service.  In  the 
Spalding  Urban  area,  a part-time  organiser  is  employed  who  carries 
out  general  administrative  work  in  close  co-operation  with  the  County 
Health  Department.  ' J 


The  hourly  wage  rate  of  Home  Helps  is  now  3/7Jd.  per  hour 
tor  Urban  district  cases  and  3/7 Jd.  for  Rural  district  cases.  This  satis- 
factory rate  of  pay  is  reflected  in  a very  small  turnover  of  staff  and 
leads  to  a more  efficient  service.  New  home  helps  are  only  enrolled 
aiter  careful  screening,  and  are  closely  supervised  during  their  first 
few  weeks  of  work.  Occasional  meetings  and  lectures  are  given  when 
helpers  have  the  opportunity  to  meet  each  other,  to  have  their  prob- 
lems discussed  and  their  grievances  aired. 


Home  Helps  attending  homes  of  tuberculosis  cases  and  certain 
other  infectious  diseases  do  so  voluntarily  and  receive  an  additional 
payment  of  2d.  per  hour.  Home  Helps  in  this  category  undergo  an 
X-ray  examination  of  the  chest  at  the  commencement  of  the  case  and 
are  re-examined  at  periods  if  attending  a long  term  case. 

ASSESSMENT  SCALE. — The  maximum  charge  is  4/-  per  hour. 
Applicants  may  opt  to  complete  a statement  of  income  when  the  con- 
tribution is  assessed  in  accordance  with  the  Council’s  scale  of  charges. 
1 he  new  minimum  hourly  charge  of  1/-  came  into  operation  on  1st 
January,  1962.  Occasional  applications  involving  extenuating  cir- 
cumstances make  the  normal  scale  of  charges  impracticable,  when  the 
County  Medical  Officer  exercises  his  authority  to  determine  the  con- 
tribution payable.  The  County  Medical  Officer  mav  also  use  his  dis- 
cretionary powers  to  reduce  a charge  of  4/-  per  hour  to  2/6d.  oer  hour 
for  all  attendance  in  excess  of  30  hours  in  any  one  week. 

i __  CASES  DEAL!  WITH. — 261  new  cases  were  dealt  with  during 
1961,  and  of  these  82,  or  31%  were  assessed  at  the  maximum  charge 
a decrease  from  35%  in  1960.  The  bulk  of  these  cases  were  for  home 
confinement  where  help  is  normally  provided  full  time  for  a period 
of  10  to  12  days.  The  greater  proportion  of  the  remainder  of  cases 
are  infirm  or  chronic  sick  pensioners  the  majority  of  whose  contribu- 

1(f  1fv  V"  Per  ho%-  Thls  fends  to  hold  down  the  financial  recoverv 
rate,  but  ensures  that  a most  vital  need  is  met 


Dunng  the  year  the  service  was  provided  free  of  charge  in  only 
8 cases  most  of  which  were  severe  problem  families  where  help  was 

provided  m an  emergency.  Five  of  these  cases  were  still  receiving 
limited  help  at  the  end  of  the  year  ® 
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The  total  cost  of  the  service  for  the  year  ending 

31st  March,  1962  £16,361 

Income  from  contributions  £3,495 

Recovery  rate  21.4%  (22.3%  for  the  previous  year) 

During  the  year  a total  of  512  cases  received  help,  of  whom  267 
were  new  applications.  The  following  table  shows  the  expansion  of  the 


service  since  1948  : — 
Number  of  Helps  at 

Cases  provided 

31st  December 

with  help 

1948 

14 

80 

1949 

22 

101 

1950 

51 

212 

1951 

61 

330 

1952 

60 

407 

1953 

63 

361 

1954 

63 

407 

1955 

64 

433 

1956 

68 

449 

1957 

70 

483 

1958 

72 

540 

1959 

72 

486 

1960 

74 

531 

1961 

77 

512 

During  the  year  under  review  1 1 new  Home  Helps  were  appointed 
and  8 left  the  service. 

The  cases  provided  with  help  during  the  year  fall  into  the  fol- 
lowing categories  . New  Cases  Total  Cases 


Maternity  

105 

106 

Aged  and  infirm  

73 

201 

Chronic  sick 

40 

122 

Post-operative  convalescence 

30 

36 

Tuberculosis  

1 

2 

Blind  

4 

14 

Problem  Families 

2 

4 

Accident  

9 

18 

Care  of  Children  

3 

8 

Mental  Subnormality  

— 

1 

T otal 

267 

512 

The  Home  Help  Service  continues  to  play  an  integral  part  of  the 
National  Health  Service  and  provides  relief  from  anxiety  for  many 
people  unable  to  care  for  themselves.  On  the  more  practical  side 
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there  is  a not  inconsiderable  saving  of  beds  in  hospitals  and  old  people's 
homes.  The  provision  of  Home  Helps  is  often  the  result  of  close 
liaison  between  the  service  and  midwives  and  district  nurses  whilst 
many  other  new  cases  are  brought  to  the  Department's  notice  by  medi- 
cal practitioners,  hospital  almoners,  the  National  Assistance  Board 
and  other  social  and  voluntary  organisations.  This  service  is  well 
contained  within  the  spirit  of  Circular  14/57  “ Local  Authority  Ser- 
vices for  the  Chronic  Sick  and  Infirm  ". 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES — SECTION  51. 


A very  good  liaison  has  been  established  by  the  two  mental  health 
workers  by  way  of  weekly  visits  to  Rauceby  Hospital.  Attendance  at 
case  conferences,  interviews  with  the  psychiatrists,  members  of  the 
nursing  staff  and  patients  are  contributing  to  the  development  of  a well 
integrated  scheme  for  after-care  of  patients.  General  practitioners 
are  consulted  and  reports  made  available,  after  discharge  from  hos- 
pital, the  psychiatrists  also  being  informed. 

A further  step  in  this  co-ordinated  plan  is  the  attendance  of  the 
mental  health  workers  at  out-patient  departments,  prompting  discus- 
sions with  the  psychiatrists  on  behalf  of  patients  who  may  not  require 
in-patient  treatment. 

The  opening  of  the  workshop  for  the  mentally  subnormal  trainees 
has  been  a very  stimulating  advance,  forming  as  it  does  a valuable 
nucleus  for  the  planned  development  of  the  future  at  the  London 
Road  site  in  Boston.  A workshop  atmosphere  was  quickly  gained, 
the  trainees  themselves  responding  in  a most  constructive  way  to  the 
appointment  of  the  carpenter  tradesman.  Gone  was  the  school  atmos- 
phere and  the  school  vacations,  learning  the  use  of  tools  and  the  de- 
velopment of  latent  aptitudes  is  the  order  of  the  working  day  at  the 
moment.  The  Health  Committee  appreciate  that  this  venture  is 
pioneer  in  nature,  the  carpenter’s  guiding  instruction  with  a true  sense 
of  vocation,  will  bring  much  needed  experience  to  the  problems  of  the 
future.  At  both  training  centres  domestic  equipment  has  been  pro- 
vided for  the  older  girls,  to  teach  simple  cookery  and  needlework  has 
been  introduced. 

Difficulties  are  experienced  when  children  of  nursery  age  are  ad- 
mitted, particularly  at  Allan  House,  and  consideration  will  need  to 
be  given  to  the  appointment  of  a nursery  assistant.  Toilet  training 
is  obvious  in  any  regime  for  the  mentally  subnormal  and  there  will  be 
a very  full  awareness  of  these  difficulties  when  dealing  with  the 
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severely  mentally  subnormal.  A room  on  the  ground  floor  at  the  train- 
ing centre  is  now  available  for  those  children  who  require  very  indi- 
vidual care.  Part-time  attendance  is  allowed,  a disadvantage  being 
that  training  is  interrupted,  the  mother,  however,  is  grateful  for  the 
temporary  respite.  These  are  the  children  who  form  what  is  known 
as  a special  care  group.  A search  is  being  made  in  the  Spalding  area 
to  find  a suitable  house  as  a residential  unit  for  mentally  subnormal 
children.  It  was  considered  that  an  older  type  of  house,  secluded 
with  an  established  garden,  would  make  an  ideal  home  for  this  type 
of  child,  with  thoughts  turning  towards  a Puckish  order  of  living. 

The  plea  made  by  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  Rauceby  Hos- 
pital to  provide  hostel  accommodation  for  elderly  patients  is  very 
much  in  the  mind  of  the  Health  Committee,  together  with  the  advice 
that  the  senior  staff  should  have  received  training  in  mental  disorders. 
Normally  patients  discharged  from  hospital  no  longer  require  con- 
tinued nursing  or  medical  care,  but  the  spirit  of  the  Mental  Health 
Act  with  the  emphasis  on  community  care,  suggests  a very  real  need 
to  promote  a partnership  on  behalf  of  the  senile  members  of  the 
population.  Perhaps  guidance  will  be  forthcoming,  giving  a lead  as 
to  the  number  of  hostel  beds  which  need  to  be  provided  in  relation 
to  the  occupied  bed  state  at  the  psychiatric  hospital.  A criticism  made 
states  that  the  elderly  have  been  retained  too  long  in  hospital  and  that 
alternative  accommodation  should  be  found.  Elderly  patients  ad- 
mitted direct  to  the  hostel  from  home  or  from  an  old  people’s  home 
would  receive  consultant  care,  with  a transfer  to  hospital  where  neces- 
sary. 


Much  thought  has  been  given  to  the  planning  of  the  hostel  for 
mentally  subnormal  men  and  women,  together  with  the  proposed  da)/ 
training  centre.  I am  indebted  to  the  County  Architect  and  members 
of  his  staff  who  have  accompanied  me  on  journeys  to  inspect  training 
facilities  elsewhere  and  residential  accommodation.  The  hostel  is  being 
planned  for  twenty  men  and  fifteen  women  with  generous  staff  accom- 
modation, the  economics  of  the  problem  and  the  day  to  day  running 
of  the  hostel,  parallel  with  the  day  training  facilities,  have  received 
detailed  attention.  Creating  an  industrial  atmosphere  has  been  a 
challenge,  planning  workshops  for  future  activities  has  not  been  an 
easy  problem  to  solve. 

The  following  fable  gives  the  statistical  data  at  31st  December, 

1961 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. — Mr.  R.  Fidling,  the  County 
Health  Inspector,  is  also  the  Food  and  Drugs  Sampling  Officer. 

352  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  analysis 
and  in  addition  130  samples  of  milk  were  examined  by  means  of  our 
own  equipment.  There  was  a marked  decline  in  the  number  of  un- 
satisfactory samples  reported  by  the  Analyst,  i.e.  of  all  samples  sub- 
mitted only  2%  showed  irregularities,  compared  with  5.8%  in  the 
previous  year.  As  regard  milk  samples  submitted  only  3 were  un- 
satisfactory compared  with  18  in  the  previous  year. 

The  211  Formal  and  141  Informal  Samples  submitted  to  the 
Analyst  comprise  as  follows  : — 


Nature  of  Samples. 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Almonds,  ground  

— 

3 

3 

Almond  marzipan  

— 

1 

1 

Anchovy  Savoury  

1 

— 

1 

Beer  

2 

— 

2 

Buttermints  

— 

1 

1 

Buttersnips  

— 

1 

1 

Beef  Loaf  

— 

1 

1 

Beef,  minced 

— 

2 

2 

Blackcurrant  Health  Drink 

— 

1 

1 

Bronchial  Tablets  

— 

1 

1 

Butter  

5 

8 

13 

Beans,  canned  

2 

— 

2 

Butter  Lemon  Drink  

— 

1 

1 

Buttered  Bread  Roll  

1 

— 

1 

Chocolate  Wafer  Cream 

— 

1 

1 

Double  Cream  

2 

2 

4 

Clotted  Cream  

— 

1 

1 

Cream,  Jersey  

1 

— 

1 

Cream  Cheese  

1 

— 

1 

Cheese  spread  with  shrimps 

— 

1 

1 

Cheese  spread  

— 

2 

2 

Cheese  

— 

2 

2 

Chopped  turkey  in  jelly 

1 

— 

1 

Cider  vinegar  

— 

1 

1 

Cockles,  bottled  

1 

— 

1 

Crab,  dressed 

1 

— 

1 

Cayenne  Pepper  

— 

1 

1 

Cough  Balsam  

— 

1 

1 

Children’s  Blackcurrant  Tonic  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Chop  Sauce  

— 

1 

1 

Coffee  and  Chicory  essence 

. . . — 

1 

1 

Nature  of  Samples. 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Dripping  

• • • • » • 

— 

3 

3 

Flour,  plain  

— 

1 

1 

Flour,  self  raising  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Gelatine  

— 

1 

1 

Gin  

— — 

1 

1 

Glucose  Fruit  Roll 

— 

1 

1 

Honey  Choc 

— 

1 

1 

Ice  Cream  

11 

Q 

6 

14 

Instant  Coffee  

— 

i 

1 

Influenza  Mixture  

— 

i 

1 

Jam  

— 

3 

3 

Lard  

— 

1 

1 

Lemon  Curd  

— 

2 

2 

Lollies  

3 

1 

4 

Liver  Sausage  

— 

1 

1 

Lobster  Mayonaisse 

1 

— 

1 

Milk  

160 

44 

204 

Marmalade  

— 

1 

1 

Milk  Drink  

— 

2 

2 

Milk  Evaporated  Full  Cream 

— 

1 

1 

Milk  Cheese  

1 

— 

1 

Milk  Bread  

— 

2 

2 

Margarine  

2 

1 

3 

Nerve  and  Vigor  Tonic 

— 

1 

1 

Orange  Drink  

8 

4 

12 

Oily  liquid  in  Mineral  Water 

1 

— 

1 

Pilchards  in  Tomato 

— 

1 

1 

Port  Style  Wine  

1 

— 

1 

Peas,  canned 

1 

— 

1 

Pheasant  Savoury  

1 

— 

1 

Pilchards,  canned  

1 

— 

1 

Potted  meat  

— 

1 

1 

Pork  Pie  

— 

1 

1 

Port  and  Lemon  Sweets  

Rum  Flavoured  Coffee  and  Chicory 

— 

1 

1 

essence  

— 

1 

1 

Rhubarb,  canned  

1 

— 

1 

Salmon,  canned  

. 

1 

1 

Salmon  Spread  with  butter 

— 

1 

1 

Sardines  

— 

1 

1 

Sausage  beef 

— 

1 

1 

Sausage  pork  

— 

6 

6 

Strawberries,  canned 

— 

1 

1 

Salad  Cream 

— 

1 

1 

Suet  Shredded  

— 

1 

1 

Tea  

— 

2 

2 
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Nature  of  Samples. 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Tomatoes,  canned  

— 

1 

1 

T offee  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Tomato  Ketchup  

— 

1 

1 

Vegetable  Oil 

— 

1 

1 

Vegetable  juices  

— 

1 

1 

Whisky  

2 

— 

2 

Whisky  and  Pep  sweets  

— 

1 

1 

Zinc  and  Castor  Oil  Ointment 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

212 

140 

352 

The  average  composition  of  milk  samples  reported  to  be  genuine 
was  : — 

For  Ordinary  Milk  (176  samples) 

Average  1961  Average  1960 

Milk  Fat  = 3.67%  Milk  Fat  = 3.62% 

Solids  not  Fat  = 8.76%  Solids  not  Fat  = 8.72% 

Presumptive  Minimum  Legal  Standard 

Milk  Fat  3.0% 

Solids  not  Fat  8.5% 

For  Special  High  Quality  Milk  (25  samples) 

Average  1961  Average  1960 

Milk  Fat  = 4.87%  Milk  Fat  = 4.76% 

Solids  not  Fat  = 9.25%  Solids  not  Fat  = 9.30% 

The  above  milk  sold  under  the  description  of  Channel  Island, 
Jersey,  Guernsey  or  South  Devon  milk  is  charged  at  a higher  price  to 
the  public,  and  is  required  to  contain  a minimum  of  4%  Milk  Fat  and 
8.5%  Solids  not  Fat. 

UNSATISFACTORY  MILK  SAMPLES. 

1.  — An  informal  sample  obtained  from  a Vendor  machine  was 
reported  to  contain  4.7%  of  added  water.  Follow  up  formal  sampling 
proved  satisfactory. 

2.  — A sample  showing  a very  high  fat  content  of  5.65%  was 
stated  to  contain  2J%  extraneous  water.  No  evidence  was  available 
that  the  water  was  not  natural  to  the  cow.  Further  sampling  was 
satisfactory. 

3.  — A supply  of  milk  to  a dairy  was  found  to  be  3%  deficient  in 
milk  fat,  subsequent  sampling  was  satisfactory. 


58 


OTHER  FOOD  SAMPLES  UNSATISFACTORY. 

1.  — A product  sold  as  a Flavoured  Milk  Drink  was  reported  to 
showr  a 15%  deficiency  in  milk  fat.  Further  investigation  was  not  pos- 
sible as  vendor  ceased  sales  and  left  the  district. 

2.  — Pheasant  Savoury.  Showed  presence  of  1.3  parts  of  lead  per 
million.  No  statutory  standard  for  lead  content  at  time  of  sampling. 
Ministry  of  Food  contacted  and  the  Lead  in  Food  Regulations  have 
since  been  made  and  come  into  effect  April  16th,  1962. 

3.  — Margarine,  0.22%  excess  water  content.  As  16%  moisture 
is  allowed,  and  the  excess  was  so  small,  a warning  was  issued. 

PROSECUTION  FOR  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  OFFENCE. 

Mineral  Water  containing  a derivative  of  Paraffin  Oil.  Vendor 
fined  £5  with  £5  13s.  Od.  costs. 

COMPLAINT  SAMPLES. 

1.  — Glass  Splinters  in  jar  of  Chopped  Roast  Turkey.  The  com- 
plainant was  averse  to  legal  action  being  taken,  but  wished  source  to 
be  investigated.  Factory  was  visited,  records  showed  mechanical 
trouble  had  caused  some  breakages,  machine  had  been  rectified. 
Recommendations  were  made  for  more  stringent  supervision  and  a 
warning  was  given. 

2.  — Machine  Oil  in  Bread.  Produced  outside  county  area,  the 
complainant  was  averse  to  giving  evidence.  A warning  was  given  and 
the  appropriate  authority  notified. 

3.  — Dirty  Milk  bottle.  Produced  outside  county,  in  this  instance 
also,  the  complainant  was  averse  to  giving  evidence.  A warning  was 
given  and  appropriate  authority  was  notified. 

4.  — Mouldy  Bread. 

5.  — Insect  larvae  in  dried  milk. 

In  both  of  the  above  instances  it  was  considered  the  complaints 
were  not  properly  substantiated  owing  to  circumstances  connected  with 
storage  and  handling  conditions  subsequent  to  purchase.  No  action 
was  taken. 

6.  — Leg  of  New  Zealand  lamb.  A ewe  leg  was  found  in  a con- 
signment made  to  a School  Meals  Kitchen.  The  butcher  pleaded  acci- 
dent, due  to  inexperienced  staff.  An  adjustment  was  made.  The  New' 
Zealand  Meat  Importers  were  contacted  reference  the  unsatisfactory 
method  of  labelling  and  we  have  been  informed  that  in  future  a des- 
criptive indelible  stamp  will  be  used  in  place  of  the  previous  tie  on 
labels  which  quite  often  become  missing. 
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THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULATIONS,  1960. 


These  regulations  came  into  effect  on  January  1st,  1961,  and  as 
a result  the  Holland  County  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  became  the 
authority  for  enforcement  of  the  Regulations  in  respect  of  all  milk 
dealers  within  the  area,  with  the  minor  exception  of  four  producer 
retailers  whose  premises  and  bottling  arrangements  in  respect  of  their 
own  raw  T.T.  milk  production  is  supervised  by  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture. 

We  are  now  responsible  for  licensing  and  sampling  141  Milk 
Dealers  and  2 Milk  Pasteurising  premises. 

Supervisory  visits  are  made  and  samples  of  milk  are  submitted  by 
the  County  Health  Inspector  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Lin- 
coln for  tests  of  Keeping  Quality  and  the  adequacy  of  Heat  Treatment. 
Samples  Taken  : — 


Type  of  Sample 

Samples  failing 

Keeping  Quality 

Heat 

Treatment 

Pasteurised 

•=244 

-> 

o 

2 

1 

Pasteurised  T.T. 

= 170 

2 

1 

1 

Raw  T.T. 

= 67 

9 

9 

— 

Sterilized 

= 87 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

= 568 

14 

12 

2 

Causes  of  failure  are  investigated  and  regular  visits  are  made  to 
Milk  Pasteurising  Depots,  where  inspections  are  made  of  the  process- 
ing plants,  heat  recorders  and  thermometers,  cleanliness  of  bottles, 
churns,  etc.  Close  liaison  is  maintained  between  the  Management  of 
the  Depots  and  the  County  Health  Inspector. 

BIOLOGICAL  MILK  SAMPLING. 

40  samples  of  raw  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  testing, 
all  were  negative  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  and  Brucella  Abortus. 

SCHOOLS. 

" nm—  r i n I'mmaai  ryrrreTcawifcraTt 

Schools  and  School  Meals  premises  are  visited  by  the  County 
Health  Inspector.  He  investigates  sanitary  conditions  and  complaints 
arising.  Rodent  or  insect  infestations  are  dealt  with. 
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SWIMMING  POOLS. 


All  swimming  pools  used  by  school  pupils  are  visited  by  the 
County  Health  Inspector. 

Estimations  of  Free  Chlorine  content  of  the  water  are  made  on  the 
spot,  and  samples  of  the  water  are  submitted  for  bacteriological  tests. 

Various  schools  are  showing  an  increased  interest  in  having  their 
own  swimming  or  learner  pool. 

As  an  aid  to  keeping  such  pools  in  a hygienic  state,  a list  of  basic 
requirements  were  drawn  up  and  circulated. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


The  general  sanitary  administration  of  the  County  was  carried 
out  by  the  five  District  Councils  : — 


District. 

Name  of  M.O.H. 

Address. 

Boston  Borough  and 
Port  ...  ... 

G.  Hird,  M.B., 
Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

8,  Bridge  Street, 
Boston. 

Spalding  Urban 

K.  S.  Deas,  M.B., 
Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Short  Street, 

Spalding. 

Boston  Rural  

G.  Hird,  M.B., 
Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

8,  Bridge  Street, 
Boston. 

East  Elloe  Rural 

K.  S.  Deas,  M.B., 
Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Mattimore  House, 
Holbeach. 

Spalding  Rural 

K.  S.  Deas,  M.B., 
Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Priory  Road, 

Spalding. 

CO-OPERATION. — The  County  Public  Health  Inspector  co- 
operates with  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  district  authorities  on 
sanitary  matters  and,  during  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease,  assists 
in  obtaining  samples  for  bacteriological  examination. 


HOUSING. 


The  following  information  has  been  supplied  by  the  officials  of 
the  District  Councils  : — 
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District 

By  Local  Authority 

By  private  enterprise 

Completed 
during  1961 

In  progress 
31.12.61 

Completed 
during  1961 

In  progress 
31.12.61 

Boston  Borough 

Houses 

32 

50 

38 

18 

Bungalows 

10 

10 

55 

20 

Flats 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Spalding  Urban 

Houses 

— 

6 

36 

36 

Bungalows 

28 

13 

83 

33 

Flats 

— 

12 

2 

— 

Boston  Rural 

Houses 

11 

9 

28 

30 

Bungalows 

34 

22 

40 

— 

Flats 

— 

— 

— 

35 

East  Elloe  Rural 

Houses 

10 

— 

1 1 

9 

Bungalows 

52 

— 

50 

31 

Flats 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Spalding  Rural 

Houses 

— 

2? 

31 

17 

Bungalows 

— 

4 

65 

35 

Flats 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

178 

149 

439 

264 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  following  particulars  have  been  kindly  furnished  by  the 
Water  Engineers  of  the  respective  Councils  : — 

BOSTON  BOROUGH. 

(a)  Supply. 

An  adequate  supply  of  water  has  been  maintained  throughout 
the  area  of  supply,  but  the  declining  pressure  during  periods  of  ‘ ‘ peak 
demand  ” and  the  lack  of  adequate  resources  of  water  and  storage 
in  the  town  continues  to  cause  anxiety  for  the  future. 

620  million  gallons  were  supplied  of  which  453  million  gallons 
were  obtained  from  the  Corporation’s  own  sources  of  supply  at 
Revesby  and  Fordington  and  167  million  gallons  in  bulk  from  the  Rural 
District  Councils  of  Boston  (152)  and  Spilsby  (15). 

Domestic  and  trade  consumption  (including  waste)  over  the  area 
of  supply,  with  a water  population  of  30,000,  averaged  36.3  and  20.3 
galls /head /day  respectively. 
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(b)  Works. 

The  Corporation’s  works  (including  pumping  and  treatment 
plant)  at  Revesby,  Fordington  and  Horncastle  Road  Water  Tower 
have  been  well  maintained  and  are  in  excellent  condition,  which  reflects 
the  highest  credit  on  all  concerned. 

(c)  Water  Sampling. 

Water  samples  from  the  sources  of  supply  have  been  taken  by 
the  Water  Department  staff  at  monthly  intervals  for  chemical  and  bac- 
teriological analysis  by  a qualified  Analyst  and  102  samples  were  also 
taken  at  random  spots  from  the  main  supply  in  the  town  by  the  Pub- 
lic Health  Department. 

93  and  9 were  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  respec- 
tively and  on  no  occasion  has  an  adverse  report  been  received. 

In  addition  the  Water  Engineer  takes  numerous  samples  for  bac- 
teriological analysis  and  ensures  that  the  water  is  satisfactory,  prior 
to  taking  new  mains  laid  into  supply. 

Routine  flushing  of  mains,  particularly  at  “ dead  ends  ” is  un- 
dertaken, or  when  complaints  of  discolouration  are  received. 

(d)  Extension  of  Mains. 

2",  3",  4"  and  6"  have  been  undertaken  in  the  Borough  and  Parish 
of  Fishtoft  to  improve  the  distribution  of  water  and  afford  supplies  for 
new  housing  estates  (council  and  private) , the  total  mileage  being  3.14. 
In  addition,  approximately  J-mile  of  old  and  small  sized  mains  were 
replaced  with  mains  of  larger  diameter. 

SPALDING  URBAN. 

The  source  at  Bourne  supplied  a record  total  of  989,927,000  gal- 
lons of  water  during  the  year,  exceeding  the  record  year  of  1959/60 
by  11  million  gallons.  Of  this  total  the  quantities  supplied  to  the 
Spalding  U.D.C.  and  to  individual  authorities  by  bulk  sales  were  as 
follows  : — 


Authority 

Spalding 

U.D.C. 

East  Elloe 
R.D.C. 

* 

Boston 

R.D.C. 

Bourne 
U.D.C.  and 
South  Kesteven 
R.D.C. 

Quantity 

361,210,000 

gallons 

87,100,000 

gallons 

381,356,000 

gallons 

160,261,000 

gallons 

* Of  the  quantity  supplied  to  Boston  R.D.C.,  153,058,000  gal- 
lons were  in  turn  passed  on  by  them  to  the  Borough  of  Boston. 

Regular  bacteriological  analyses  were  made  of  the  raw  and  treated 
waters,  and  6 monthly  samples  taken  for  chemical  analyses.  Without 
exception  the  reports  of  these  analyses  are  that  ‘ ‘ the  results  are  indica- 
tive of  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic 
purposes  ”. 
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During  the  year,  1,575  yards  of  3"  and  4"  mains  were  laid  by 
direct  labour  predominantly  to  serve  new  housing  estate  development, 
both  private  and  local  authority,  and  160  new  service  connections 
provided.  In  addition  2,341  premises  were  inspected  to  check  plumb- 
ing installations  and  fittings  for  wastage  and  contamination,  and  356 
cold  water  taps  rewashered  free  of  charge. 

BOSTON  RURAL. 

1.  Extension  of  water  mains — 171  yards. 

2.  Renewals — 392  yards. 

3.  Analyses.  During  1961  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the 
mains  supply  at  various  points  within  the  Rural  District  and  des- 
patched to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Lincoln,  and  the  Royal 
Institution  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene  for  Bacteriological  examin- 
ations or  chemical  analyses  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Modified  Bacteriological  12 

(b)  Full  Bacteriological  Nil 

(c)  Chemical  Nil 

In  every  case  the  result  showed  that  no  exception  could  be  taken 

to  the  use  of  the  water  as  a public  supply. 

EAST  ELLOE  RURAL. 

The  demand  on  the  Council's  Water  Undertaking  continues  to 
increase  regardless  of  weather  conditions  which  seem  to  change  from 
year  to  year. 

In  consequence  of  the  Council’s  far-seeing  policy  of  progress  these 
growing  demands  are  being  met  with  increasing  confidence. 

During  the  year  1961  the  major  part  of  a further  distribution 
scheme  was  carried  out  and  was  expected  to  be  completed  in  the  early 
part  of  1962.  This  scheme  involved  some  20  miles  of  3"  diameter 
and  4"  diameter  mains  in  various  parts  of  the  district.  Two  objec- 
tives were  aimed  at  in  this  scheme,  namely  consumer  interests  and  the 
linking  up  of  dead  end  sections  to  give  improved  pressures  and  better 
distribution. 

The  policy  of  trunk  main  duplication  which  is  the  backbone  of 
the  whole  reticulation  system  also  progressed  a step  nearer  fulfilment. 
The  final  section  from  Holbeach  to  Little  Sutton  was  prepared  and  re- 
ceived the  preliminary  approval  of  the  Ministry. 

In  consequence  however  of  the  further  economic  crisis  which  de- 
veloped during  the  year  the  Council  received  the  Ministry  request  for 
the  exercise  of  the  strictest  economy  in  capital  expenditure.  In 
deference  to  this  request  the  Council  decided  for  the  time  being  to 
proceed  only  with  one  half  of  the  trunk  main  scheme,  and  to  postpone 
the  remainder  to  a more  opportune  time. 
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During  the  year  therefore,  the  section  from  Gedney  to  Little  Sut- 
ton was  finally  let  by  contract  and  it  was  expected  that  the  work  would 
commence  early  in  1962.  It  was  hoped  that  the  second  half  would 
not  be  too  long  postponed,  but  this  would  have  to  be  left  to  the  pro- 
posed South  Lincolnshire  Water  Board  which  it  was  anticipated  would 
come  into  operation  in  1962. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  distributed  in  the  Council’s  area  of 
supply  during  the  year  ended  31st  December  1961  was  283,411,000 
gallons,  which  represented  a daily  average  of  776,400  gallons.  These 
figures  show  an  increase  of  13,531,000  gallons  total  consumption  and 
an  increase  of  10,100  gallons  in  daily  average  over  the  corresponding 
figures  for  1960. 

The  total  measured  supply  for  1961  was  119,173,000  gallons  and 
the  unmeasured  figure  for  the  same  period  was  164,238,000  gallons. 

The  total  consumption  expressed  in  gallons  per  head  per  day  of 
human  population  was  34.2  gallons,  and  the  figure  for  unmeasured 
supply  was  20  gallons  per  head  per  day.  The  domestic  consumption 
is  slightly  below  this  figure,  since  some  of  the  smaller  agricultural  and 
horticultural  supplies  are  unmeasured. 

It  is  of  some  interest  to  record  that  for  the  year  1951  the  total 
consumption  was  182,470,000  gallons  and  the  figure  for  1961  shows  an 
increase  of  over  100,000,000  gallons  for  the  10  years  period.  To  keep 
pace  with  this  increasing  demand,  approximately  £175,000  worth  of 
capital  works  have  been  carried  out  during  the  last  16  years,  and  the 
total  capital  expenditure  is  now  approaching  £300,000. 

Of  the  total  bulk  supply  purchased  during  the  year  under  review, 
approximately  70%  was  received  from  the  Pinchbeck  source  of  the 
Spalding  R.D.C.  and  the  remainder  from  the  Bourne  source  of  the 
Spalding  U.D.C. 

Frequent  bacteriological  analyses  of  water  were  taken  with  satis- 
factory results.  In  all  cases  when  new  mains  are  laid,  these  are 
sterilized  and  sampled  before  being  put  into  service. 

A typical  chemical  analyses  of  the  supply  is  appended  which 
shows  the  characteristics  of  the  mixed  water  from  the  two  sources. 

Chemical  Examination. 

A sample  of  mains  water  was  sent  for  full  chemical  examination 
on  9th  February,  1960  and  the  analyst’s  report  on  it  was  as  follows 

Appearance  when  received  : Nil  Nature  of  deposit  : Nil 

Colour  : Nil  Odour  : Nil 

Reaction  : Faintly  alkaline,  PH7.5  Taste  : Satisfactory 
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Results  of  chemical  analysis  in 

parts  per  million  : — 

Ammoniacal  nitrogen  : 

0.08 

Hardness  as  CaC03  : — 

Albuminoid  nitrogen  : 

0.04 

Total  : 

310 

Nitrate  nitrogen  : 

1.0 

Carbonate  (temporary) 

240 

Nitrate  nitrogen  : 

Nil 

Non-carbonate  (permanent) 

70 

Chlorine  as  chlorides  : 

18 

Alkalinity  as  CaC03 

240 

Oxygen  absorbed 

(4hr.  27°C.) 

0.30 

Free  carbon  dioxide 

15 

Silica  as  Si02 

4.5 

Total  solids  (at  180°C.) 

435 

Sulphate  as  S04 

90 

Iron  (Total) 

0.11 

Fluorine  as  F 

0.70 

Metals  in  solution  other  than 
iron 

Nil 

Analyst’s  opinion  : — The  organic  quality  of  this  water  is  good  and 
the  analysis  as  a whole  shows  no  sign  of  pollution.  This  water  was  pre- 
viously analysed  in  December  1957  and  the  present  analysis  is  similar 
to  that  of  the  previous  sample  except  that  the  fluorine  content  on  this 
occasion  is  markedly  higher.  We  understand  that  the  main  supply 
in  Holbeach  is  a mixture  of  two  waters  and  it  may  be  that  the  present 
sample  contains  these  waters  in  different  proportions  from  the  previous 
sample. 

The  reaction  of  the  water  is  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and 
the  water  would  not  be  expected  to  have  any  serious  corrosive  action 
on  metals.  A trace  of  iron  is  present,  but  the  amount  is  of  no  impor- 
tance. The  total  hardness  approximates  to  28°  Clark.  In  our  opinion 
this  water  is  very  suitable  for  drinking  and  general  purposes. 

SPALDING  RURAL. 

During  the  period  1st  April,  1961  to  3 1st  March,  1962,  the  fol- 
lowing main  extensions  were  made  : — 

4" — 422  yards  in  Asbestos  Cement  Pipes. 

3" — 191  yards  in  Asbestos  Cement  Pipes. 

2" — 2,630  yards  in  Asbestos  Cement,  P.V.C.  or  Polythene. 

56  samples  of  water  were  tested  bacteriologically  and  all  were 
satisfactory. 

9 Partial  Chemical  analyses  and  4 Iron  only  content  were  made 
and  the  results  were  normal. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  pumped  into  supply  was  460,381,000 
gallons  and  of  this  187,827,000  gallons  was  given  in  bulk  supply  to 
East  Elloe  R.D.C. 

The  number  of  new  connections  to  the  mains  was  192  ; 26  repairs 
were  carried  out  to  fire  hydrants  and  6 new  fire  hydrants  were  installed. 
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Cathodic  protection  was  installed  to  the  lining  tubes  of  the  bore- 
holes at  the  Jockey  Pumping  Station.  The  initiation  of  the  system 
seemed  by  organic  disturbance  to  cause  an  outburst  of  algal  growth 
in  the  water  from  the  bore  but  this  subsided  in  about  two  weeks. 

The  six-monthly  maintenance  inspection  was  carried  out  on  the 
cathodic  protection  system  to  the  mains  crossing  under  the  River  Wel- 
land. 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  at  the  Pode  Hole  gauge  of  the 
Drainage  Board  was  20.81  inches  and  this  compares  with  the  standard 
average  1916-1950  of  23.50  inches. 

General  Notes  on  Water  Supplies  in  the  County. 

The  water  supplies  in  the  county  have  in  the  past  been  adminis- 
tered by  5 undertakings,  being  the  Borough  of  Boston,  the  Urban  Dis- 
trict of  Spalding,  the  Rural  Districts  of  Boston,  East  Elloe  and  Spald- 
ing. The  supplies  are  obtained  from  boreholes  in  the  Spilsby  Sand- 
stone at  Fordington,  and  from  an  impounding  reservoir  at  Revesby 
for  the  Borough  of  Boston,  who  also  receive  a bulk  supply  from 
Boston  R.D.C.  ; the  remainder  of  the  supplies  are  from  boreholes  in 
the  Lincolnshire  Limestone,  being  that  at  Bourne  controlled  by  the 
Spalding  Urban  District  Council,  and  those  at  West  Pinchbeck,  Deep- 
ing St.  James  and  Deeping  St.  Nicholas,  controlled  by  the  Spalding 
Rural  District  Council.  Boston  Rural  District  receive  their  total  re- 
quirements from  the  source  at  Bourne,  and  East  Elloe  Rural  District 
from  the  source  at  Bourne  and  that  at  West  Pinchbeck. 

The  average  daily  quantity  of  water  supplied  by  these  5 under- 
takings amounts  to  4,574,000  gallons. 

After  several  years  of  negotiations,  four  of  the  local  authority  un- 
dertakings, being  the  Urban  District  of  Spalding,  and  the  Rural  Dis- 
tricts of  Boston,  East  Elloe  and  Spalding,  together  with  5 other  local 
authorities  in  the  counties  of  Kesteven,  Rutland  and  the  Soke  of  Peter- 
borough, voluntarily  agreed  upon  a draft  order  for  a proposed  South 
Lincolnshire  Water  Board.  Following  on  a Public  Inquiry  which  was 
held  in  November,  1961,  the  order  has  now  been  approved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  and  the  Board  comes  into 
being  as  a statutory  body  on  1st  May,  1962.  The  undertakings  of  the 
4 constituent  authorities  in  the  County  of  Holland  will,  however,  not 
be  taken  over  until  1st  October,  1962. 

After  the  1st  October,  1962,  the  water  supplies  in  the  County  will, 
therefore,  be  the  responsibility  of,  and  administered  by,  the  South  Lin- 
colnshire Water  Board,  and  the  Borough  of  Boston. 
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SEWERAGE— IMPROVEMENTS  IN  1961 


BOSTON  BOROUGH 

(a)  The  main  pumping  station  and  outfall  sewers  for  the  West 
Side  Sewerage  Scheme  have  been  completed  and  the  re- 
sewerage of  a large  part  of  the  town  lying  between  the  River 
Witham,  Haven  and  South  Forty  Foot  Drain  has  been  com- 
menced. 

(b)  Further  extensions  of  sewers  for  housing  development  have 
been  made  on  the  Woad  Farm  Housing  Site. 

(c)  Routine  maintenance  and  sewer  cleansing  carried  out. 

Arrangements  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  the  district 
will  be  reasonably  adequate  when  the  work  now  under  construction 
and  the  schemes  in  hand  are  completed. 

BOSTON  RURAL 

Overall  the  District  arrangements  for  sewerage  and  sewage  dis- 
posal can  only  be  regarded  as  adequate  in  the  areas  of  Fishtoft,  Wy- 
berton,  Kirton  and  Frampton.  The  areas  of  Leverton,  Butterwick, 
Freiston  and  the  remainder  of  Fishtoft  and  Wyberton  are  provided 
for  in  current  contracts.  Schemes  are  in  course  of  preparation  for 
sewerage  at  Leake  Church  End  and  at  Swineshead.  No  facilities  are 
available  in  the  rest  of  the  district  for  either  sewerage  or  sewage  dis- 
posal except  on  the  larger  housing  estates  which  have  their  own  dis- 
posal works. 

SPALDING  URBAN 

During  the  year  1024  yards  of  cast  iron  sewers  were  laid.  These 
sewers  provided  full  drainage  facilities  for  39  existing  and  78  new 
houses.  The  sewage  and  sewerage  disposal  arrangements  are  in  proper 
and  efficient  order,  and  available  for  some  further  extension. 

SPALDING  RURAL 

Arrangements  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  the  district  are 
inadequate.  The  Council  is  aware  of  the  position  and  are  proceeding 
with  extensions  and  improvements  to  the  existing  scheme  at  Crow- 
land.  Work  is  in  progress  on  a new  main  sewerage  scheme  for  Don- 
ington  and  arrangements  are  in  hand  to  provide  similar  schemes  in 
the  villages  of  Gosberton,  Pinchbeck  and  Moulton  where  they  are 
urgently  needed. 

EAST  ELLOE  RURAL 

A main  sewerage  scheme  is  considered  essential  for  the  urban 
parts  of  Holbeach,  Long  Sutton  and  Sutton  Bridge. 

There  have  been  no  sewerage  improvements  during  1961  apart 
from  connection  of  dwellings  constructed  on  existing  Council  Sites 
to  sewage  disposal  plants  serving  these  sites. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 


The  County  Welfare  Officer  reports  as  follows  : — 

1.— WELFARE  OF  THE  PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED. 
During  the  year  under  review  the  domiciliary  services  for  the  welfare 
of  the  disabled  have  continued  to  expand  and  on  the  31st  March,  1961 
there  were  397  persons  included  in  the  Disabled  Persons  Register.  For 
statistical  purposes  disabilities  are  classified  in  accordance  with  the 
Medical  Research  Council  Code  and  the  following  figures  show  the 
Register  analysed  under  these  headings  : — 


M. 

F. 

T. 

A/E 

Amputation  

9 

7 

16 

F 

Arthritis  and  Rheumatism  

30 

67 

97 

G 

Congenital  malformations  and  deformities 

22 

15 

37 

H/L 

Diseases  of  the  digestive  and  genito-urinary 
system  ; of  the  heart  or  circulatory  system  ; 
of  the  respiratory  system  (other  than  tuber- 
culosis) and  of  the  skin 

15 

27 

42 

Q/T 

Injuries  of  the  head,  face,  neck,  thorax,  ab- 
domen, pelvis  or  trunk.  Injuries  or  diseases 
(other  than  tuberculosis)  of  the  upper  and 
lower  limbs  and  of  the  spine 

14 

12 

26 

V 

Organic  nervous  diseases — epilepsy,  dis- 
seminated sclerosis,  poliomyelitis,  hemi- 
plegia, sciatica,  etc.  

43 

79 

122 

u/w 

Neuroses,  psychoses  and  other  nervous 
and  mental  disorders  not  included  in  V. 

_ 

X 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory)  

8 

6 

14 

Y 

Tuberculosis  (non-respiratory)  

— 

1 

1 

Z 

Diseases  and  injuries  not  specified  above  ... 

1 

6 

7 

In  Special  Homes 

3 

4 

7 

145  224  369 

Not  classified  28 


397 


There  is  close  liaison  between  the  voluntary  associations  and  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Departments  in  promoting  the  welfare  services  for 
the  disabled. 

The  Holland  County  Association  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Physi- 
cally Handicapped  has  continued  to  arrange  social  activities,  clubs, 
outings,  etc.  The  Association  also  possesses  a wide  range  of  aids  which 
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are  loaned  to  the  disabled  to  assist  them  in  living,  so  far  as  possible 
a normal  life  in  their  own  homes.  This  important  work  is  adminis- 
tered through  a number  of  Local  Committees  and  a part-time  Social 
Worker.  The  domiciliary  craft  teaching  service  for  the  disabled  pro- 
vided by  the  County  Council  continues  to  expand  and  a very  large 
number  of  disabled  (many  of  whom  are  home  bound)  are  very  appre- 
ciative of  this  amenity,  which  as  well  as  having  a marked  psychological 
effect  also  provides  lucrative  employment  of  varying  degrees.  The 
craft  teachers  also  give  instruction  to  the  residents  of  the  Cheshire 
Home  at  Fleet  and  one  of  the  Old  People’s  Home  and  a Hard  of  Hear- 
ing Club.  Both  the  Association  and  the  Welfare  Department  have 
displayed  aids  and  exhibited  craft  work  at  various  exhibitions  and 
similar  events  which  have  assisted  materially  in  publicising  the  work 
amongst  the  disabled. 

2.— WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND. 

(a)  General  Welfare.  The  Boston  and  Holland  Blind  Society 
have  acted  as  the  agent  of  the  County  Council  in  several  aspects  of 
Blind  Welfare  for  very  many  years  and  works  in  close  co-operation 
with  the  Health  and  Welfare  Departments.  The  County  Council  em- 
ploys two  home  teachers  who  combine  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Blind 
Society  to  make  a very  efficient  team.  Unfortunately  one  home 
teacher’s  post  has  been  vacant  for  several  months.  The  Society’s 
Home  for  16  blind  women  of  all  ages  continues  to  provide  amenities 
and  facilities  which  are  greatly  appreciated.  A weekly  handcraft  class 
(held  at  the  home)  for  blind  persons  living  in  their  own  homes  is  well 
attended.  Besides  providing  instruction  in  various  handcrafts  the 
class  is  also  of  great  value  as  a social  contact.  Four  articles  were 
exhibited  at  the  Competition  and  Exhibition  “ Hands  of  the  Blind  ” 
— “ Exhibition  of  Achievement  ” organised  in  London  by  the 
Southern  Regional  Association  for  the  Blind  in  October  1961.  All  ex- 
hibits gained  a Certificate  of  Merit  which  was  gratifying  as  there  were 
a very  large  number  of  entries  of  a high  standard. 

(b)  Blind  Register.  The  number  on  the  Blind  Register  at  the 
31st  December,  1961  was  170,  a decrease  of  4 compared  with  the  pre- 
vious year.  23  new  cases  were  registered  of  whom  the  majority  were 
over  70  years  of  age.  18  persons  were  removed  from  the  Register 
owing  to  death,  all  being  elderly.  There  were  two  de-certifications, 
one  due  to  a successful  cataract  operation  and  the  other  to  a corneal 
graft. 

(c)  Partially  Sighted  Register.  The  number  on  the  Partially 
Sighted  Register  on  the  31st  December  1961  was  50  a decrease  of  four 
on  the  previous  year.  There  is  every  ground  for  believing  that  the 
sight  of  many  of  these  people  can  be  saved. 

(d)  Education  and  Training.  The  small  number  of  blind  and 
partially  sighted  children  are  being  educated  in  special  schools  and 
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other  establishments.  A partially  sighted  youth  trained  at  Heatherset 
is  now  employed  by  an  engineering  firm  as  a Capstan  Lathe  Operator. 

(e)  Home  Workers.  During  the  year  one  home  worker  has  had 
to  relinquish  business  owing  to  illness  which  reduces  the  number  to 
4.  Under  the  supervision  of  the  Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Not- 
tingham they  are  all  kept  fully  employed. 

3. — WELFARE  OF  THE  ELDERLY. 

(a)  Grouped  Bungalow  Schemes.  During  the  year  under  review 
no  additional  grouped  bungalow  schemes  specially  designed  for  the 
elderly  were  approved  and  the  schemes  which  are  now  administered 
jointly  by  the  Housing  Authorities  and  the  Welfare  Committee  remain 
as  in  the  previous  year  viz  : — 

Borough  of  Boston— comprehensive  scheme  20  bungalows 

East  Elioe  R.D.C. — comprehensive  scheme  18  bungalows 

Spalding  R.D.C. — modified  schemes  73  bungalows 

A further  scheme  has  been  approved  for  the  Borough  of  Boston 
and  it  is  hoped  that  other  schemes  will  be  developed  in  other  parts  of 
the  County  in  the  near  future. 

(b)  Old!  People’s  Homes.  The  County  Council  now  provides 
accommodation  for  225  elderly  persons  of  both  sexes  in  adapted 
houses  and  one  purpose  built  home  (opened  October  1960).  It  is 
hoped  to  open  similar  homes  at  Spalding  and  Boston  in  the  autumn 
of  1963  and  1964  respectively.  In  addition,  the  County  Council  have 
the  right  of  user  of  56  beds  in  Pinchbeck  Road  Hospital,  Spalding,  a 
joint  user  establishment  vested  in  the  Minister  of  Health.  Proposals 
for  the  provision  of  further  purpose  built  homes  are  under  consider- 
ation. 

(c)  Meals  on  Wheels  Scheme.  During  April  1961  the  Meals  on 
Wheels  Scheme  which  was  operated  in  Boston  and  Spalding  for  some 
time  was  extended  to  Holbeach.  In  the  three  areas  more  than  80 
meals,  prepared  in  the  School  Meals  Kitchens  were  served  by  members 
of  the  W.V.S.  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  of  each  week  except  in 
the  school  holidays.  During  the  year  a total  of  more  than  5,500  meals 
were  served  thus  ensuring  that  a number  of  elderly  people  who  had 
difficulty  in  preparing  their  own  meals  were  assured  of  a properly 
cooked  and  balanced  meal  upon  two  days  of  the  week  for  most  of  the 
year. 

4. — PROBLEM  AND  HOMELESS  FAMILIES.— During  the 
course  of  the  year  the  Health  and  Welfare  Departments  have  worked 
in  very  close  co-operation  with  the  Housing  Authorities  to  deal  with  a 
number  of  difficult  and  problem  families.  In  the  main  the  work  of 
rehabilitation  has  met  with  some  success  and  in  only  a few  isolated 
cases  has  it  been  found  necessary  to  take  the  extreme  action  of  eviction. 


